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HISTORY OF BELMONT.

BY ALLAXN

- e

CHAPTER L

PrEVIOUS to 1539 the section eomprising the pres-

ent town of Belmont was a part of Gilmanton. In

1761 the proprietors of Gilmanton laid off a tract,
six -miles square, on the Barbstead line. This sde-
tion was thereafter known ag the Lower Parish.
rest of the town was divided into two parts,—Gunstock
Parish on the northeast, and Upper Gilmanton, or, as it
was called later, the Upper Parish, on the southwest.
In June, 1512, (Gunstock Parish was severed from (l-

manton and incorporated as a town uuder the name of

Gilford, Previous to this time the term Upper Parish
appears to have been applied to the whole section

. of the town lying north of the Luwer Parish ; subse- |
'« quently, it was employed to describe what is now the

town of Belmont. It will be so uxed in this article,

Previous to the division,in 1859, the political and :

general history of the section comprising the present ’
town of Belmont was so closely identified with that
of the rest of the town of Gilinanton that itis ob-
viously impossible, at this late day, fo separate the
onte from the other, The Upper Iarish does not ap-
pear to have beeu a very important part of the town,
The Lower Parish (now (iilmanton) was settled at an
carlier date, and, in addition to this advantage, the

founding of the academy, in 1794, formed 3 nucleus

around which, or, at least, in whose near vicinage,
was gathered by far the greater proportion of the
wealth, culture, enterprise and soeial distinction of
the town. In those old days, before the advent of the
manufacturing genius inducel settlement on the
banks of the streams, the pioneers of eivilization
courted the hill-tops and piously shunned the valleys!
As Mr. Howells” Lady- of the Aroosteok “ wanted to
know,” so, evidently, these early settiers “ wanted to
see.” They made their homes, for the most part, on

the high, sightly ridges, and this babit doubtless ex- .

plains the otherwise inexplicable fact that nearly all
the 0ld highways of the town fully merit the name,
being constructed over the lofiiest hills, in utter dis- *
regard of all questions of ecomomy, with sublime con-

tempt for the consideration of mere distance, and to !
: the annoyanee and serious detriment of modern
“gravel.

The |

J. HACKETT.

- ,
- 4 e

The settlemient of the Upper Parish progressed but
slowly. The site of the present village of Belmont
remained an unbroken forest for many years after the
“Corner,” ag theAcademy village is still called, had
become a thriving and somevhat uotcd sottlement,
i The first store was opened in 1820, In 1834 an
association of pubhc—spmted citizens, ﬁ)runost among
whom was Governor Badger, built a brick factory for
the manufacture of cotton cloth. This building is
still standing, and is used, by the tiilmanton Mills
Compiany, to which reference will be made further on.
Previous to the building of the factory, the village, if
it may be-dignified by that name, had been known as
" ¢ Fellows’ Mills,”"—the ambitious plural being pos-
sibly justified by the fact ihat the one building was
; used both as a grist-mill and as a saw-mill, This
building, long ago destroyed, is said to have been
: located- on the right bank of the river, below the
* bridge, and not far from the dam of ‘the present Gil-
¢ manton Mills. After the'building of the Badger fac-

tory, the village grew .quite rapidly, and was ealled
P “ Factory VYillage,” as a complinient to the new
. industry, This name is still frequently heard. About
t the time that the factory was built, (tuvernor Radger
also built a saw-mill aml o grist-mill, at the upper
; dam, a few rods above the bndn‘u The saw-mill was
anuated on the right bank of the stream ; the grist~
s mill on the left bank, and nearly opposite. In the
spring of 1852 thére was a great freshet. The dam
at the reservoir, five-miles up the stream, was broken
through, and the flood wrought sad havoe in the little
village. Several buildings were swept away, and
among them the grist-mill,  The sther mill eseaped.
In 1876, it was purchased by the Gilmanton }Mills
Company, enlarged and aligred, and used in the
" manufacture of eases. It was bitrned in May, 1885,
< The freshet entailed a severe pecuniary loss upou
(fovernor Badger, and that, gentleman dying a few
months later, thé village experienced no counsiderable
s growth, cither in sizé or in gencral prosperity, for
several years,

But the devout settlers did not await the slow
develapment of worldly prosperity before erccting
houses of worship, Perhaps, no other feature of
arly history of New Enpgland is so striking
717
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and impressive as the religious zeal of its: people.: the society was incorporated by the name of the First
Notwithstanding the bigotry, fanaticisni and harsh- Free Baptist Raciety in (iHlmanton Upper Parish.
ness which so largely charucterized the religion of Rev. Peter Clark wax the first pastor, and officiated
the Puritans, one-cannot but admire their devotion,—  for more than' thirty jears, He was a man’ of very
a devotion so ifitense, 86" imperions and so despotit, considerable ahility, intense convictions and com-
even, that it subordinated to'itself all other emotions manding personal appearance. e was one of the
and passions, and not only became the controlling most widely-known clergymen in this part of the
influence in their own lives, bt was 3lso tmnsm]itted, . St:xtg:, am}l1 probably §;erformed' molre ll?.zxrriagé ?e‘;:"
almost as a part of their being, to their descendants. . monies than any other man in the history of the
In this regpect, the history of one is the lifstory of ali, 'town, He was succeeded by Iev. David Moudy,
the history of each community, the history of every ; about 1841, but continued to preach occasionally af-
other community, Worship was as truly a ecessity | ter that time. Mr.. Moody, who is still living :1;5 an
as food or raiment. In none was the religions spirit ; advanced age in Sutton, N. H,, finally severed his
stronger than among the settlers of the old township ; connection with the church in 1851,  Other pastars
of Gilmanton, whose grant was signed by the hand of * have been, L. 8. Wells,.J. M. Bedell, 1854-55; H. =
4 Wentworth, They brought, unimpaired, to the * Sleeper, 1856-61; \W. H. Yeoman, 1861-64; Almon
wilds of this frontier town that same brave and per- Shepard, 1864655 3 M. Cole, 1865-68 ; Hosea Quinby,
fect faith which, a century before, had guided the 13569; A, K. Monlton, W. (. Willis and J. Walker,
Pilgrim fathers to the frozen fastnesses of the Massa- 1870; M, Henderson, 18715 J. L. Sinelair, 1872-76 ;
chnsetts coast.  In the charter of the town, grants of ; M. A, Quimby, 1876-31; and T. Q. Wilder, the pres-
land were reserved for a parsenage and for “the first ¢ ent pustor, whose connection with ‘the church began
settled minister.” TFar several years there was np in1881. The present edifice was built in 1852. The
meeting-house, the religions services being held in ‘ mentbership in 1834 wax one hundred and six.
private houses and in barns. The frst church in the{ A Christian Baptist Church was established at the
Upper Parish was erected at the Province road (so - village in 1830, It was incorporated in 1341, A
called) in 1792, The members of this church adopted ; meeting-house was buily in 1840, and was burned in
the tenets of the Free-Will Baptist denomination in i 1867. The present building was erected in 1542
1818, . ‘ The followitig have been the pastors: Richard Davis,
In 1835, it was incorporated by the name of: 1539125 Josinh Kuight, 184243 Jobn Burden,
the *Third Free-Will Baptist Meeting-Fouse Society 1543 ; John Gillingham, 184447 ; Samnel Nutt, 18513
in ‘Upper Gilmanton.” Soon after, the society low-" Moses Polley, 1852-56; (eorge Oshorn, 1858 ; Abiab
ered its meeting-honse to one story, removed the gal- : Kidder, 1860-72; E. 8. Moulton, 1579-51. There is
lery-pews, and made other alterations, So far as the ) at preseut no pastor, and the membership is small,
writer ¢an learn, this building, still in use and in a* These three are the only churches that have ever
good state of preservation, is the one that was erected ' been organized in the town.
in 1792, If so, it is the sceond oldest building of the |  The most distinguished citizen in the bistory of the
kind in ihis scction of the Mtate. There are no | town was Hon. Willlam Badger,.who was born in
charch records to be fonnd previous to 1835; bnt it | 1779, He was the son of Hon. Joseph Badger and
would appear, from Laneaster's “History of Gilmau- the grandson of General Joseph Badger. Both these
ton” (1845), that “Elder John Knowles,” one of the * gentlemen were distinguished soldiers in the Revolu-
fonnders of the chuich, was its pastor from 1816 until | tion. Joseph Badger (2d) removed from the Lower to
his deatly, in 1837, At fhis 'ti}lle the chnrehavas re- { the Upper Parish in 1784 and settled upon the furm
organized, Following is the list of pastors from 1887 * which has ever since been owned by the Badger family.
10 the present time: Smmuel P. Fernald, 1887-38; * His son, William Badger, received his edueation in
John G. Tuttle, 1838; Hugh Beede, 1845-18; Len- , the common schools and at Gilmanton Academy. He
uel Masen, 1848-50; E. (1. Knowles, 1850-52; H, F. « was an active Democrat, and early became prominent
Dickey, 1862-35; W. A. Sargeut, 1855-57; Uriah , in political life. He was representative in 1810, °11,
Chase, 1857-61; II. F. Dickey, 1861-65; J. B. Leigh-  ’12; Stute Senator in 1314, "15, '16, and president of
ton, 1865-658; O. F. Russell, 1869-70; John Davis, f the Senate in the year last-named; justice of the C'ourt
1871; G. B. Blaisdell, 1872-75; C, M. Emery, 1876~ | of Common Pleas from 1816 to 1820; sherift’ of Strat-
74; 8. J. Gould, 1880-83, and J. €. Waldron, the : ford County from 18320 to 1830; Governor of the State
present pastor, who came to the church in April, . in1884-35; and Presidential elector in 1836 and 1844
1888, The present membership is furty-four. { Tle was also for » long time president of the board of
In 1810, a church, composed of persons who had { trustees of Gilmanton Academy, and filled other
previously constituted the “ Third Monthly Mect- ’i places of trust. Ay has already been stated, he was
ing,’” was established at what is now Belmont villdge. « ch:lfﬂy instrulzlnenw} in buildiugd tlhe eou;:n-factlory
Laneaster's * History of Gilmanton” states that the ; and other mills at the village, and homay be said to
meeting-house was built iit 1811, but private informa- | bave been the founder of the manufacturing industry
tion puts the date of its erection at 1515, In 1835 ' in Belmout. He was a gentleman of great business
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sagacity and enterprise, an honest man and a public-  of preseréation, and its like is probubly uet 4. be

He died in September, 1852,

Governor Badger's first wife was the daughter of
Rev. Isaac Smith, the fivst settled pastor of Gilman-
ton.
both of whom died a few years later.

In 1814, Mr. Badger mairied Hannah Pearson
Cogswell, daughter of Dr, William Cogswell, of At-
kinson. She was a woman of great ability, highly
accomplished, and distinguished for her beneve-
lence and public spirit. She came of a fumiily that
is very prominent in the history of New England.
Among her numerous relatives now living and
eminent in political circles, may be mentioned her
nephews, John B. Clarke, of the JMunchester Mirvor,

~

Colonel Thomas Cogswell, of Gilmanton, and (eneral .

J. B. D). Cogswell, of Massachusetts, and her cousin,
“Long John” Wentworth, of Ilinois. She died in
February, 1869. Her two sons are living,—Colonel
Joseph Badger, who lives at the old homestead, and
Captain William Badger, U. 2. A, at present stationed
at Salf Lake City,

Houses, like faces, are either passed heedlessly by,
or impress upon the mind a sense of their indivi-

duality. Of the latter kind is the old Badger man-
sion. It needs but a glance at its generous propor-

tions, its wide grounds, its grand old shade-trees to
enable one to realize that it has a history, It is

situated on a high hill, at a right angle in the

road from Belmont to Gilmanion, midway between
the two villages. The present building is a large two-
story wooden house, fronting the southwest, and was
erected by Governor Badger, in 1825. The DPadgers
have lived on this farm for more than a hundred
vears. In Governor Badger’s time it was the most
noted and valuable country-estate in this part of New
Hampshire; but the farm has since been somewhat
reduced in size.

- The house contains many objects of historic inter-
est, but the limits of this article admit only of the
briefost reference to a few of them. Iu the west

parlor are the oil portraits of Gtovernor and Mrs.

Badger, painted in the carly days of their married
life. It would be difficult to find a more comely pair.
The portrait of the Governor represents a liandsoiie
gentleman, with a large, florid, open face, und a sug-
gestion of portliness that gives promise of the three
hundred pounds to which he attained later in life.
That of Mrs, Badger i one of unusual beauty, and iz
said, by those who remember her in her youth, to be
a faithful likeness. (n a table near by, lies the sam-
pler which her young hands wrought eighty-five
years 8go.

Across the wide hall is the family sitting-room.
The walls are hung with paper in rich brown and
wood tints, representing a variety of Eastern pic-
tures, comprising street scenes, landseapes and sea-
views. This paper cost onc hundred dollars in
Portsmouth sixty yearsago. lItis inan excellent state

She died in 1810, Jeaving a son and a daughter,

< found anywhere Ui the country. Suspended trom

the wall are the Governur's sword and “horse-pistols,
¢ The sword was taken from & British soldier pear
Crown Point;in 1777, by tieperal Joseph Badger, the
Grovernor's fqther; Tt s an ornamental silver hilt,
and is fudéd seablinrd attestsits age.  Adjoining this
roum is the china éloset, in which are tu be seen the
old family ching, that was brought from Portsmouth
in saddlesbage, and which is excellently well pre-
served, aud the silver tea-service. The latter is mas-
. sive, and of a beautiful unique pattern, It would
{ tempt the collector of antiques to break one of the
commandments, and it is by no weans certain that
. the sin would not be forgiven him.-
. Ascending to the chambers, the visitor fiuds invne
' of them-the canopy bedstead and quaint, high-backed
. thairs, which Mrs, Badger brought from her givlhaod’s
. home in Atkinson three-quarters of a century ago.
The view from these upper windows is wide and
beautiful, ending, as do all westerly. views in this
part of the town, in the majestic outlines of “lone
Kearsarge,” Among the objeets of interest in the
great roomy attie, may be mentioned several tall, stiff
military- caps, relies of the ald “training” days,
and a veneruble poke-bonuet, that is a prodigy of
size and a marvel -of nirliness. Tt is at Jeast two fect
deep. The carping eritie, who is wont to declaim
against the foibles of the feminine mind of to-day,
should peer into the unfathomable depths of this
ancient, inonstrosiﬁi, and “ever after hold his peace.”
Descending by another stairway, the visitor enters
the dining-room. The dining-hall of an old mansion
is frequently the room richest in historie associations.
Here, in this room, the largest in the house, have
. been enterfained a President, a member of the Cabi-
" net, Senators, membery of Congress, Governors and
. State functionaries ahnost without number. Such a
royal banquet-hall would be incomplete without its
great clock, and there it stands, a grand old time-
} piece, aged but not defaced Dby the more than a hun-
* dred yesirs, whose flight it has faithfully recorded,
the while its solemn moon-face lovked dowu upon
the revelers, and its deep voice, like thut of the now
' silent poet’s mever silent horologe, kept om repeat-
{ ing,—
)
!

PPN

» Foreser, Never !
Nevey, Forever 1™
A few rods sonth of the Badger mansion, is the
early home of the late Hon. W, H. Y. Hackert, a
" distinguished lawyer, banker and legistator of Ports-
monih. Mr. Tackett was born at the Academy vil-
‘lage, September, 24, 1200, but his parents removed to
this part of the fown. nine years later. He reveived
his early education in the common schools, and at
the academy, walking daily to and from the latter
institution. Hehegan the study of law in the office
; of Matthew Perkins, Esq., of Sunbornton, and re-
f mained there ayear and a half. In 1822 he went to
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I’ortaumuth and contmued his studies i in Vthe office.of. } chubh(.au“party, the Democrats .had gaitied a per--..
Tlon. Tchabod Bartlett. - He was: admitted to the bari ifl.§ manent ‘control of town affiirs.” They were inl an JE
1%26, and immedintely entered ‘npon the practice of 3 overwhelming majority “in the northern-section of
his profession in Portsmouth. In the same year he "~ the town, while the Republicans outnumbered them
married Olive, daughter of Joseph .W. de\ermg of in the southern part. A careinl analysis of the vbte 3
that city, -7 . showed that a division of the town on the old parish

Mr. Hackett was aasxstant clerk of. the Senate in _line, would give the lower section two representatives
1824-25; elerk of the Senate in 1828; representatne “and the upper section one. The subject was con- -
in 1850, '51, '52, '57, ’60), 67, 'tlb ’69, Senator in § sidered for some time, and, in 1839, it took tlxe.
156162, 'uid pre:.xdent of the Senate the-latter year; “definite form of a petition to the Legx-siatnre for a
l’rmdcutml elector in 180645 member of the C‘onsu- division on this basis. The bill was inifeduced into.
tutional Convention in ]876.° He was president of.' the House by A. . Cragin, of Lebanon, after“ards
the First National Bank .of Porlsiontli (which was TUnited States Senatorfrom Nei- Hampshire. - “The
{hé first national bank organized-in the country);; representatives from tilmanton were . Abr‘\h.uu B 5
president of the Piscataua Sayings-Bank, and frustee | Gale, Joshua B. Pulcifer and Eidpch Brown, all of
of the Portsmouth Savings-Bank. He ‘dlso held:| them Democrats, and all opposed to the division. The
many other positions of honor and trust in-the city ' bill was warmly contested, almost-wholly on partisan
which was his home for more than fifty years, grounds. It wasput upon its passage June 23th. The

Originally 2 Whig, he naturally joined the Repub- | minority filibustered persistently. Motions.te post.
Hean party, and for ve.u's he was one of its acknowl- | { pone, to adjourn and to lay on the table, were suc-
edged leaders, He ranked among the ablest lawyers | cessively made, the roll-call being demanded upon
and most successful financiers of the State, and was ; edch motion, But the bill passed by a vote of one g
& man of strict integrity. . -hundred and seventy-four to one hundred. An 3

i

He alwaysretained an active and affectionate in-; equally vigorous, but equally futile opposition was L
terest in his vative town. Indeed, so waunlv was he | met in the Senate, and the bill was approved June
attached to “old Gilmdnten;* that when $he- bill. toz 28th. Following is the first section of the act, de- 3
change the name of Upper Gilmanton to Belmont : fining the limits of the town: :
was nmoduced in fhe Len'xslatme, in 1864, he voted | <Al that part of ths town of Gilmuoton confained within the foltuw- ‘
against it e T o e
Mr, Hackett died August 9, 187%, and was buried ! erly line of the fuwn 4;t‘ Gilford ; thence running ie a nortl‘wiesleﬂ:‘ - e
in the South Cemetery, at Portsmouth, His brother, rection, following the division line hetween sald towns of Gilford and K+

Charles A, Hackett, occupies the old homiesiead. Gilmanton, until gaid division lina is met by the parish lioe, so called, as
) 1 the smms is Infd ant und deseribed upon the priginel plan of lots in suid

A Sh(frt t‘hst:m-qe lo t_he ea%t of the h‘mbe’ 15 the_ h?gl}’ town of Gilmanton; thence runniog eonthwesterly, “follpwing wid
est hill in thi§ section of the town. The view I8 puian tine, until eaid porish line moets and intersects the westerly line of
beautiful and extensive. and, a few years ngo,asignal sfd town of Gilmunton, us ths sams now is; thenes southerly on ssid 3
wits })1 aced here for use in the tn ‘mauhmm of the Westerly bonmiary line of said town of Gilmanton to its soutbwesterly

e bt
B Y82 e
e

ey

corper; thence eusterly oo the southerly line of enid town of Gilmunton p
State. . to its sontheasterly cormer; theuce northerly on tha eusterly ling of sait 5
Belnmont owes its existence as a sepurate town t0 a  Gilmanton, ps said line now runs, until it acrives at the point Legun ug, &

combination of politic:ﬂ convenience and partismx be and lfxa snue hef'e’by is severed from said town of Gilmaaton, and ¢
.t . made a wew body politic and corporaté under the name of Gilmantop ; &
:‘dvm“age' The pr‘ﬂlt‘lcal JLonvenmence subser\'ed by “and that all the territory vemwining, which, together with the p(lr; =
the separation of the toiwvn from (iilmanion, i3 ex- severed, coustitutod the towa of Gilmnaton, as the s was before the 3
ph\ined by the fact that the elections were held af the ® pmenge of this act, shall be ealled by the nume of Upper Gilmanton,” %
Academy village, and the voters in the upper part of . The act further provided that all demands, dues 3
the town were forced to travel a tediously long dis- and finds should be divided between the two townsin
tance, amounting, in mimy ¢ases, to eight or nine the proportion of $6.50 to Gilmanton and £3.50 to
miles. How serious an affliction this really was, needs | Tipper Gilmanton, It is suggestive of the change in
not to be explained to the country voter, who has hud * therelative wealth of the fowns, that in the apportion- %
a personal experience of the diffienlties of going to ' ment of public taxes in 1833, Gilmanton was assess- i
the “ March meeting,” over roads either blocked by i-ed only one cent per thousand dollars more than
snow-drifts or, rendered egually impassmhle by the " Belmont. . =
spring ¢ thaw.” . The first meeting for the choice of town officers in
The partisuu advantage secured by the division of Upper Gilmanton, was called by John E: Page and
the town, consisted in the gain of two Republican. Isainh Piper, August 6, 1359, In the following
n,presentahves in the ngxa]ature. Under the old | October the line between the two towns was drawn.
apportionment, (ilmanton was entitled to three repre-  But there was soon developed a considerable dis-
sentatives. Tor a long time political honors were ~satisfaction with the name of the town, Tts length
about equally divided. Vietory "perched with ap- . was found to he guite formidable by those who had to
proximate impartiality upon the hanner of either « write it often, and as there were three post-offices in
party. But about the time of the formation of the ' the town of (iilmanton, there was nuch ednfusion in
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the delivery of the mails. Therefore, in 1869, ten
years from the division, the citizens of Upper Gil-

manton petitioned the Legislature to have the name

of the town changed to Belmont. There was no con-

siderable oppesition to the proposed chunge, the bill #

passed, and the rechristening of the town was cele-
brated by a picuic held in Sawyer's Grove, July 5th,
the day when the act went into effect.

An amusing incident in connection with this
change of name, is to be found in the town reeords.
It appears that a meeting was called on the
second Tuesday of November, 1869, *to see it
the town would vote to notify Hon. August Bel-

mont, of New York, that the town had been named -

Belmont, as a mark of honor 1o him, and iovite
him to make a donation to the town as a token
that he appreciates this action of the town”
It further appears from the records that *the
. praver of the petitioners was granted.” But this
language applies only to the action of the meeting,
The prayer for o donation has never been granted.
The great banker has shown himself surprisingly
indifferent fu the high honor thus conferred upon
him, vot haviug acknowledged the compliment even
by the inexpensive formality of a courteons letter.
Terhaps he did not fully realize how great the
distinetion really was. Perhaps it occurred to him
that the name, not having begun with him, was not
likely to die with him. Tonssibly he suspected that

an afterthought of the tax-payers. Possibly, he had
received similar letters befors, But whatever the
reason, the hard fact remains that he has never sent
his espectant namesike so much as u godfather's

blessing, but continues to enjoy and profit by the

lionor so trustingly conferred upon him, without ren-
dering therefor any equivalent whaisoever!

It should be added, for the good name of the town,
that only fifty-eight voters were present at the meet-
ing in question, to share the responsibility for this
mendicants’ appeal,

The Belmont of to-day is a thriving farming and
manufactoring town. By “Fogg’s Statistical (tazet-.
teer ” (1874), it ranks twenty-first among the towns
of the State in the value of its agricultural products.
The assessors’ valuation for {884 was as follows:
Polls, £31,100; real-estate, 5824,874; stockin banks
and other corporations, 21,060 ; stock in publie funds,
$1,000; money on hand, at interest, or on deposit,
216,452; stock in trade, $8,042; mills, favtories and
machinery, $21,600; carriages, 3185 livestock, 839,-
3 total, §464509. The popularion in 1880 was
1226; it has probably increased somewhat sinee that
date. Belmont is bounded on the north by Laconia
and-(xilford ; east, by Gilford and Gilmanton; seuth,
by Gilmanton and Canterbury; west, by Northfield
and by the Winnipesaukee River aud its line of
lakes. which separate the town from Tilton and San-
bornton. The surface of the town iy broken, hills

-
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| abounding everywhere exeept in the southwestern
part, where the lund is low und level

The scenery of Bebmont is exceptional, even in a
section so justly celebrated for its beauvtiful views.
Ounly the unfortunate lack of railroad faeilitien can
explain the fact that the town is so Tittle frequented
by tourists, The western and northern parts of the
town do not guifer from this lack, and so boast of sev-
cral houses for the accommodation of summer guests,
the largest and best-known being the “Bay View,”
near the Laconia line, The views from “Ladd I1ill,”
“Gale Hill” and * Prescott Hill,” all within two
miles of Laconid, cannot easily be surpassed. No
element of a perfect landscape ix wanting. Tnthe fore-
ground les the embryo city of Laconia and Lake
Village, flanked on the one hand by the fair lesser
lakes of the Winnipesaunkée, and on the ofher by a
rugged hill country that finds its fitting climax in the
bald ontlines of the Belknap Mountains; while to
the northward, a beautiful diversity of hill, field
and forest, stretehes away to meet the great blue
mountains, the advance guard of the White Ililly,
whose higher peaks can be faiutly discerned in the
far distanee. Other exceptionully fine prospects are
gained from the summit of “Bean 11ill;’ two miles
: from Belmont village, .and from the hill in “James-

j town,” near the village of East Tilton. There are

2

many pleasant drives, the -most attractive, heing the
“Provinece road,” the road from Belmont village to
Laconia, that to Gilmanton Atademy, and the
shadowy, leafy “ Ilollow Rotite,—always.pronounced
“holler ont™in the local vernacular. Indeed, beau-
tiful views nbound on every hand, and if is the judg-
ment of experienced tourists that the scenery of Bel-
mont is surpassed by that of few towns in the State.

‘Thé air is dry and bracing. In poiot of healthful-
ness, the town will compare favorably with any in
the State. Instanees of great longevity are common.
Mis. Eunice Swain Sweatt, who died in 1881, at the
age.of one hundred and five, was, just prior to her
death, the oldest person in the State.

*Phe most notable natura) curinsity in town, is“ Por-
cupine Ledge." oue and one-half miles southeast of
the village. The name carries its own explanation.
Porcupines arc seldom seen at this tinte, bui ynills are
frequently tound. The “Ledge” is really a remark-
able place, and well repays, the slight trouble whicha
visit to it involves. Nituated in the mountain or lake
region, or in_any other place laxgely frequented by
toirrists, it would long ago have become famous, It con-
sista of 2 mass of great rocks, roughly tumbled upon
each other, and is about one hundred and fitty feet in
height.  Either the asceut or descent is considerably
laborious, but entirely devoid of danger. The summit
of thie clift is formed by the great, overhanging “ Table
Roek,” which s not unlike in appearance to its Niag-
ara namesake, and whose shape suggests the probabil-
ity ihat the other rocks were torn from its side by
some natural vonvulsion, Direetly below is * Pulpit
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Rock,” the largest of the number. It is abont suven-F ! and eigars, U, 0. Judking; drugs, E.C. Beun; hotels,
ty-five feet hxgh on its lower side,and wlinost per—% Brown’s Ilotel (A. L Brown), Belmont Ilouse (Ira
1eLth’ perpendicular,  The main rock is surmouited 3 Mooney); Gilinanton Mills; hosiery, M. Sargent, Jr.,
by a smaller oue, whose funcied resemblance toa pul, agent, D. W. tule, clerk; lawyer; L P I‘homp\ou'
pit doubtless expluing the pame. Uther points of* phymuuu,h. A, Merrill; justices, W. (', Wells, C A,
interest are the ** Kitchen,” thc =Areh,” © Devil's | .{lackett, A. P. B.Currier, 1. Piper, J. W. W ells, B
Den” und the * Bottomless Pi€, »_the lst two huving -~ P Thompson, D, W, Judkins, I. Mooney,"A. J. Hac-
1o known diabolival associations that would %ecm to  kett, E. C. Beau, . E. Moody, J. B, Matthews, M. H.
justify their unfortunate ngmes, Local tradition has  Philbriek, F. K. Johnson ; livery stable, C, 1L, Aikens;
it that many years ago a gang of counterfeiters lec | lmmber, J. L. Allen, J. .\I Folsom, N. D, Gurmon;
made their rendgzvous.  The place has ltmw been « | blacksmiths, Abbott & West; builders, ('yrus Norxis,
fuvorite resort for those who have known pf its} Edgar Willard, Andrew Phillips, Dayton Hunkins;
charms. It enjoys high faver among the students of ¥ barbers, (f, Waodward, . J. Fuller. -
Gilmanton Academy, who come hither en masse at:  Belmont has uo railroad, but excellent mail and
least once each yeur, “1ndeed, the “Ledge ™ appears passenger facilities are afforded Ly the Tilton and
always o have liad a subtle but strong attraction for (ilmanton line of stages, Davis & Son, proprietors.
all love-sick youths and maidens, whether fresh from UThe first stage leaves the post-office at ¥ a. a., and
acudemie halls, or escaping for ah honr from the din - connects at Tilton with the 9.30 train for Boston over
of factory life. The'well-worn path down its-steep { the White Mountains Division of the Boston and Low-

The great roeks, *
could they speak, might repeat many an amorens ;

B

side is 4 veritable * Lovers' Lane.” 1

e

tale whispered within their inviting shade, For a |

hundred years Cupid has-shared witli the fretful por- -
cupine the possession of the miniature caverns, and
worked far sadder havoee with his rankling arrows
than lis bristling cohabitant with his more v visible*
darts. ‘The searred trunks of the old trees bear_the
illegible outlines of muny a pair of initials cary ed in
close and suggestive propinquity. Let us frust that
the early love, thus radely expressed, has more succes- §
fully withstood the ravages of time..

Tle only village in Belmoit, the * Factory Village”
ota hﬂlf-eemury ago, and the " Fullows' Mills” of 4
still more remote period, is situated five dnd one-half,
miles east of Tilton, six miles svuth of Laconia and
cighteen miles north of Coneord, and occupies both
hanks of the Belmont River, or Great Brook, as it was |
formerly called. The village has a population of be-
tween five hundred and six hundred, or nearly one-
half'the entire population of the town,  Most of the
hiouses are new and freshily-painfed, and the general ’
appearanee of the village is singularly thrifty and at-
tractive. The principal business block is the building
erected by (ico. W. Riley in 1874, and now vwned by *
Haven Cirant. This building is forty by sixty feet; !
the lower part is uscd for the post office, a store and
tenements, the second story for tenements, and_in
the third is the principal hall of the town. The
First Free-Will Baptist and Christian  Churches,
referred to eclsewhere, are handsome buildings. In
connection with the former is a beautiful cemetery
the largest in town. Among the more atiraetive res-
idences may be mentioned those of M. Sargent, Jr.,
J. P, Cilley and T, E, Clough, The business directory |
is as follows: l’os”tm«lstu, C. . Judking; groceries. |
and dry goods, D, N, Hovt & Co, and Bean & Smith; i
watches and jewelry, K. K. Johnson’; meats und pro—;
visions, A, '[. Bean; papers and periodicals, (. W, !
Hunt; millinery, Mrs. R. G. 1lays; eonfectiuuery%
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ell Railroad ; returning, leaves Tilton on the arrival
of the noon train from Boston, and reaches Belmont
at 1.80 r.M.  The second stage leaves Belmont at 1
P.OL, connects with the 2.30 train for Boston, leaves
_upon the arrival of the up train, about 4 and arrives
" at Belmont at 3.30.

A charter for a railroad hetween Tilton and Bel-
mont was granted by the Legislature of 1583, but
work upon it has not yet been begun,

A branch line of the Wi nmpemlukee Bell Tele-
phone Company runs through the town to t:ilman-
ton Corner and Gilmanton Iron-Works, the central
office in Belmont being at the post-office.

I will doubtless surprise not a few' of the readers
of thiv article to learn that here, in this little inland
village, far removed from sny railroad, and but little
known to the general publie, is located the largest
manufactory of hosiery in New Hampshire, Such,
pevertheless, is the ease, The Gilmanton Mills, of
Belmont, turn vut a larger annual produet than any
other hosiery-millin the State.  These mills are situ-
ated on the west side of the prineipal strectof the vil-
lage, just south of theroad to Tilton. They oceupythe
site of the old Badger mill, and this building, erected
in 1884, is still standing and forms one of the group.
After Governor Badger’s death, in 1352, the mill
property was sticcessively owned by several parties,
and the business condnetetd with indifferent success.
Previous to 1865, the mil} was used in the manufac-
ture of cotton sheenug. At that time, M. Sargent,
Ly, of Lake village, bought it, put in new machin-

,. ery,and began fo muanufacture hosiery. In 1570, Hon.

Amos Lawrence, of Boston, became the owner, and
from this dute the mill entered upon a new ern of
prosperity. In 1875, a joint-stock corporation was
formed, with o capital stock of one hundred thou-
sand cloll'm, Mr. Lawrence being cleeted president,
and M. Sargent, Jr., elerk of the corporation. Mr,
Surgent has becu the lueal agent for twenty years,
and ranks anong the most successful and efficient
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As has been al-
ready intimated, at the time of Mr. Lawrence’s pur-
chase there was but one building, the old Badger
mill. This is a brick building, cighty feet by forty,
and threestories high. Mince 1870 sceveral buildings
bave been added. These are a brick factory, one hun-
dred and thirty-five fest by sixty; dye-house, one
hundred and ten feet by thirty; three large sture-
houses, a machine-shop and theoflice, There is ulso
a library counected with the corporation for the use
of the operatives. The water is carried to the mills

in a cunal one thousand feet long, ten fect wide and -

five feet deep, and is conducted on toa giant turbine-
wheel, through an irou penstock one hundred feet
long, with a head of thirty-three feet, furnishiug one
hundred borse-power. There is also a steani-engine
of fifty horse-power, for use as an auxiliary, there
being about two months in each year when the water
sopply is insuflicient.

The average number of operatives at the Gilman-.
ton Mills, is two hundred, maost of whom are of Ameri-
cap birth. The annual product is two huondred
thousand dozen; anuual consnmption, six hundred
bales of cotton, and one¢ hundred thousand pounds
of wool. There are also used twelve hundred cords
of wood, and one hundred and fifty thonsand feet of
lumber, each year.
Belmont River, a small stream rising in Gilmanton,
and tributary to the Winnipesankce. The supply of
water is carefully husbanded in threé reservoirs, situ-
ated three-quarters of a mile, three miles and five
miles from the mills, and called, respectively, the
Badger, bar;,ent and Sawyer reservoirs., The Saw-

yer reservoir was constructed by Governor Badger, *

and coutains fifty acres; the Buadger reservoir waus
built by the immediate successors of' (zovernor Bud-
ger in the ownership of the mill, about 1854, and
contains twelve acres; the Sargent dum was boilt by

the present company in 15871, at a cost of threc thou- |

sand dollars, and the flowage is seventeen acres.

A freight team is kept constantly on the rosd be-
tween the mills and East Tilton. Tbere are eight
very good tenement-houses owned by the corpora-
tion.

It hardly needsto be added that the Gilmanton Mills
constitute the leading industry of the town, nor can -
it be estinated how great a proportion of Belmont’s
prosperity is due to the presénce and existence of this
thriving corporation. Iis owners and manugers arc
courteous and public-spirited gentlemen, and their
relations both with their employés and with the peo-

ple of the town in general, have always been most .

cordial and friendly.

Farrarville is a small collection of houses, sitnated
on the river, one and a half miles northeast of the
village. Formerly,there was a mill here for the man-
ufacture of cotton batting. The site is at present
occupied by N. D. Garmon's lumber mill.

Following is a complete list of the officers of the |

" lows, Jednthan Farsar, lectmen; N I, turmon, chak ,

The power is supplied by the”
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town from the dwNou, in 1354, to, and including, the
present year:

19/iflmee e e, fipresentdtive, John L, Kewow, Lyman W F i
Julin W
Wally, treasurer ; 8, Lowel} Frenelr, schuol committer,

1860, ‘\lnm»mn Rotwe, representutive ; Lymen B, Fvllows, Petley Fare
2wy § h-plwn L. Taylor, selectuten ¢ N, D, Goagmen, cdork ; dohn 8, We I,
trvasurer 3 8, Lowell ¥renth, school vonugittes.,

156k Nuvriruu Rowg, representudive ; Stephen L, Tag b, Porley Fao
rar, John W, Wells, seleetnen ¢ N. DL Gurmon, clerk ) ol W, W f,
tieusnrer § Panivl M. Page, s aol conmittve,

Tkdy—Jourph Balger, represcntative ; Joha W, Wells, Jameg > Woss

- mouth, Isaae Bennett, sdectmen 3 N, D, Garmon, clark: John W, We t-,
teeasurers Daniel DL Page, selool committee,

1663, Joseph Bidges, nprcwnmuw' Juhn W, Wedls, Jsane Beunnens,
John 31, Roberts, seleetmaa; N, D Garnon, elerk ¢ Johm W, Well«
treasurer s Juteplt Plomier, me Imul‘x-ummmmn

1864~ Faseph M. Pulsom, 1epre; \('l)t-(ﬁ\(' s Taiae Benaert, Joh M,
Roberts, James L Cillev, selectmen; X, DL Garmon, clerk j John W,
Weils, trensurer § Joxeph Plumer, s¢luol wmmkteo.

18683, — Joreph M. Folsom, represtntative @ Jeace Bennett, Janes €, €11
ley, Jubn M. Roberts, xelecten 3 N. DL Gurinan, clerk 3 Johin W, Welly,
trasurer ; Bdgar A, Rowe, school cammittoe

1566, —No yupreventative § Juseph Y. Weynouth, Janes 8, Woynooth,
Henry W. dhlnan, selectmen s N D, Gurnon, olerk 3 Juhn W, Wells,
treasurer; Williuy A, Bucklin, schwol commiited,

1R0T.~Nupolcon B, Gale, vepresentative dureph Y. Weynnath, James
8. Weymonth, Henry W. Gilman, selecton ;. N. D, Garmon, lerk
Johia W, Welly, trearnrer ¢ Willinm A, Bucklin, school comaittes,

1868, —Napoleon 13, Hale, representntive ; Juher ¥, Weymouth, Hexnry
W, Gilmun, Joseph Y. Waynonth, selectmen ; N, B, Girnon, chik :
Jobm W. Widls, treasover 3 ¢Churles W, Knowtley, schonl copunitiez,

1869, —Benjamin B, Lamprey, sepresentiutive 3 Joawex 8, Weymeonth,
Duniel T. Frencl, Jumes G, Unte, selevtmen ; Willinm M, Leonard, ek |
Juhn W, Wellg, teeasnrer ; Charles W, Kuowles, schaol emninitier,

IRT0.—George W, Ruwdlett, reprasentative ; Daniel T. French, Nivhos
Tas T, Gartion, Junes G, Cate, gelectmon ; "Willimn M, Leanurd, chak -
Daniel F. Batchelder, freasnrer : Elbridge 6. add, schuol conunitten,

1871.—Moses &avgont, mpn-senui(iwj. Nicholas D, Gaenion, Dani 11,
French, Jrmes {3, Cate, selectmen j Willisan M, Leonurd, cherk § Jebn
W, Wella, tecasnrer ; Xfbridge G, Ludd, sthool connuitter,

1872, —(harler B, Gile, reprerentative y Nichulas D Garmon, Fdear A,
Ruwe, Dudley W. Judkins, selectwien § T Mooney, clerk « John W
Wells, trensurer ; Mermmn ¢ Welanonth; schoul committer,

1873, —Joseph “Snuborn, representative s Edgar A Rowe, Mudley W,
Judkias, Chacles T, Mody, selecttien; Chardes B, Clough, vlerk: W ha
. Wells, treanures: George B. Blalsdell, school committer,

1874, —Langdon  Ladd, representative; Fdgar A, Rowe, Dty W,
Judkind, Churles E. Mouvdy, selectmen § Chailes B, Clough, “lerk | fodn
W, Wellg, treasurer: Geurg& B. Bluisdell, sehoul cranmitter

1875.~Nuthan (hase, vopresrutntive ; (harles B, Moody, vharies 11,
Rowg, Jawelt I, Maxfield, selectmen ; Chavler E. Clough, clerk @ T -
thy E. Clongh, trensurer ; Cbarles E. Clongh, dchuvol conmittec.

1876, —Jesse 8, Towle, representative 3 Jewett I, Maxtield, Charles 1,
Roiwve, Nicholas D, tarmbn, stlectmen : Clinrles B, Clongh, clerk » Tim-
othy E. (lough, trensnrer ; Solou ¥l I school conulttes,

INTT.—Arthar W, Brown, representatise ; Charles I Rowe Ny b

D, Gatmun, Jewett ¥, Maxficld, selectmen ; Churbs B, (tough, bk
Timathy #. Clengh, treadnrer s Solun F, 1l whool ecmmitte,
I 1ems.~William. A. Bugklio, Joseph Pinmer (Novewler),! vepresenia
tives; Calvin J. Saolary, Dadley Wo dudhine James €5, € ate, cdes
men ; Cluerles B, 'lough, clptk 7 Tsaiah Piper, treasprery Allan J Huack-
ett, schoul committe § Chariy~ A Hackelt, Chdrles “ Kuonwles Sol n I
lhll, enporwsom.

SICalvin I, Sanburn, Dudley W Judkios, James 6. Cate, sk
nen s Walter (% Wells, elerk { Inunh Piper, treagnrer, \llen F.o Weclke
s eft, schiov] committee. .
< 1gML—Elridge G. Foegm, vepresentative ; Dadley W, Judkine, James

&, Cate, Calvin J. Snubors, seleetmen ; Walter C.Wells, slerk - Isadh Ti

[
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TThe firat eloction under the bieoniel Ryetesy way hobhst n N -
vember, 1878, neressitating the rhoice of twe  upreseniunises thuy
year,  Alsg, the lnw providiug for the choivd of superyisose went ant
{ cffect thut year.




. \ G N—- m\ ) . NS )
724 'HISTORY. OF BELKNAR COUNTY, NEW HAMPSHIRE. - -

T By 30 A GE ngy o et 8 s Bl 5
pory treasurér?, Llf'd;'nqéa S, Moolton,- sc\_x{wl Summittee ;. Charles \'§
Yackett, John ¢ . Pénvsonu;-John 8. Yonng, snpervisons:” &

151, —Teniak Piper, Horace €. Woodward, Jawes U, (ate; selectmen ;
FaAwint, Bean,flerk ; Willinui 11, Shepard, pregaurer ; Selden J. G(mld,.%

Acbigol commniittee, *

1an2.—Allan J. Hockéte, representative ; 1zainh Viper, Homgee €, Wool- |

ward, Afphens L, Bean, golectmen 3 Edwin C. Bepu, clerk ; Willimo 13
Shepard, treasurer: Selden J. flomdd, school commigteo ; Charles A,
Huckett, Juhn &, Young, A. P, B, Currier, wipeiyisnm, .
1avg,~Datinh Piper, Horce £, Waodward, Alphens L. Buan, selent-
men ;. Frank K, Johnson, cleck 3 Willjum 15 S]mpunl,'(rei)shrqr' 3 Wal-
ter 11, Philbrick, school enaunittee. . a, - K .
Innd,  Allan J, Hackett, - representative 3 Isuinh Pip)«-x, Pike Davis, ¢

suwmel N, Jewett, selectmen ; Fraik X .Johoeon, clerk: Vdwin P 3

“Thompson, tregsurer : Walter H, Ph?lpﬁck’, school comumittee; Churleg

- ¥
A. Hickett, John 5. Yonnf, A, P, B. Curvidr, mjervisops. 2

885, Pike Davis, Satmuel N, Jéwet}, \S‘:llihﬂm H. 8hepard; selectmen
Frank K. Juhnaon,.clerk ; Daniel W Gale, trénmirer { Johb M. Supgent,
~hos) coutmittes, - e ’ ’

s

But few of the present citizens of Belmont have
held important offices outside of the town, or can be
said to have hpeome especially prominent in public
life. Joseph M. Folsom was appointed bank. com-

WpAmdion
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.Buch, in brief, are sohie of the more. salient'fda-

?'fures of the pait and present life of the town of

Belmont, No attempt has been made to give a de-
tailed biographical history. The unarrow limits of
this article have preeluded such an attempt, and, even
with a broader opportunity, the task would be neither
easy nor grateful.  The story of the simple daily life

_of a small country town is of little interest to the

great, bustling outer world. Its local celebritiey, its
personal, achievements, its struggles, its hopes, its
disappoiniments, the thousand nameless factors in its
existence,—these must therefore be found in home
traditions and fireside legends, not in the printed
page.

The Jocal.Warwicks, that have played upon this
lesser stage the self-same dramas of political strategy
and intrigue, which, cast in larger parts, have shaken
nations; the village Hampdens, who were wont, on
a summer eve, to disenss the great questions of the

missioner by Governor Weston in 1871, and again . day, with a fire, vigor aud rugged cloquence that
in 1574. John W. Wells was county commissioner { might well be transferred to & wider forum; the mute,
from 1871 to 1874, Charles’ A. Hackett has geverpl : inglorious Miltons, who have thought the poems
times been the Republicin candidate for Councilor » they could not put in words, as they followed the
and Senator; but, living in a Democtatic district, has . Plow in its Tocky course through the autumn fields ;
failed of an election. Moses Sargent; Ji., was the | the hoary Nestors, that, on wintcr nights, stirred the
Republiean candidate for Séhator in 18803 but for | young Dblood to quicker throbs, as they told of
the same reason was defeated. Napoleon B, Gale, thrilling deeds in the olden time,—who shall write
president of the Belknap Savings-Bank, of Laconia, | the history of these? .Aud there js that other and
and representative from Laconia the present year,  still more sacred history, common to every town,
is & native, aud, until lately, a resident of Belmout. s but all the more pathetic because so common : those
His brother, Hlazen Gale, who died in 1852, was a | never-to-be-forgotten summer days, when nameless

man of marked eccegtriéitics. It is related of him s
that he somebow .aequired a strong aversion to La-

conia, and declared that he would never visit that

town again. Although living within a few minutes’

walk of the town line, he faithfully kept his promise

untit his death, more than thirty ‘Years later, except «
on one oceasion, when his presence was required as a
witness at court, and thee sherifft would xiot respeit his
scruples.  Captain Willlam Badgef, to whom brief
reference has already been made, was born in 1826,
graduated from Dartmouth College in 1848, and for
several years was engaged in manufacturing, At the
outhreak of the Rebellion hie joined the Fourth New
Hampshire Regiment, served as eaptain of Company
1), and was honorably discharged in June, 1864, In
February, 1856, after the desth of Colonel Bell, he
was appointed colonel of the Fourth Regiment. At

heroes, soon, alas! to sleep in pameless graves,
rushed, heedless of the whitening fields, to fill the
“quota” of the town; and those weary months that
followed, when the lonely and heart-sick wives and
wothers, sisters and daughters, waited und ever waited,
longing for the tidings they mnight better never hear,
—who may write such history as this, or who would
write it if he might? -
Loyal, honest, faithful, earnest people, patiently
filling up the measure of their nneventtul lives, nei-
ther squandering nor wanting, sparing in the midst
of plenty, but having abundance in their rigid econ-

-omy, bound together in that unspeakably close fra-

ternity which echaracterizes every rural community,
rejoicing in each uther’s joys and grieving in cach
other’s griefs, mutually helpful and sympathetie,
alike ready to attend the marriage-teast or to go

-
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the close of the war he joined the regular army, and ' forth under the cold winter stars to perform for the
still remains in’ the.service, with the rank of captain, ° dead those last offices which here arc.never left to
He is an sccomplished spldier and a gentleman of i stranger hands,—their history, like that of the people
ability and culture, He is engaged upon a history of ; OF every other New England country town, lives in
the towns of Gilmanton ayd Belmoni, which promises § the hearts of those whe know their worth,

to he one of the most valuable and comyplete works |

of the kind iu the SRuate. . .




