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GUNMAN KILLS FOUR AND SELF IN KENTUCKY

HARRODSBURG, KY., NOV. 10 -- A man followed his estranged wife as she rode to a restaurant with acquaintances and

killed her and three others before committing suicide.

Tina Keck, whose father was killed Saturday, said the gunman, Robert Daigneau, was consumed by jealousy. "He was very
jealous and she had left him and he thought she had a date," Keck said today.

Donna Daigneau, 33, had noticed Daigneau following the car in which she was a passenger. So the car's driver, who also

was killed, drove to where the police station had been and honked the horn, but the station had been moved.

Daigneau drove up beside them, jumped from his pickup truck and shot at the car's occupants, said Keck, whose mother,

Ann, was in the car but was not injured.
Police Chief Tim Bryant said Daigneau fired six shots into the car with his .357 magnum.

In addition to Donna Daigneau, killed were Tina Keck's father, Palmer Rousey, 48, of Danville; Fred Alsman Jr., 48, of

Webster Grove, Mo.; and Thomas Bannister, 38, of Cahokia, Ill., Fayette County deputy coroner Johnny Leach said.
Daigneau had fled by the time police arrived, Bryant said.

State police said a Lancaster police officer noticed Daigneau's truck in Lancaster and followed it. Before the officer got out

of his cruiser, Daigneau shot himself in the head as he sat in his truck, police said.
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Hospital frequently beat wife before he killed her,
three others and himself in Kentucky

@ Crime
Man released from Maine vets’

HARRODSBURG, Ky, (AF) — A wom-
an skain by her estranged husband, who fatally
shot thive others before killing himself, was
often beaten by him and he mmm
und her family, a sister in New

HerhClegg. of Skowhegan, Maine, a friend
of Daigneas, said he wasn't surprised
Daigneau took his own life.

Tt was something Daigness had mentioned

Gardner said. “He had threatened tokill us... =
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hospital often abused wife

Besides Dorma Daigneas, 33, of Danville,
the others killed were Palmer Rousey, 48, of
Danville; Fred Alsman Jr., 48, of Webster
Girove, Mo, asuburbof St Louis; and Thomas

Robert Daignean, 45, a\’lcmnnw
was released a litte more than three weeks
mflmeVtmﬂwmme
Maine because be might have done some-
thing irrational there,

Duoana Daigneau would threaten o leave
him, then he'd beg her to stay, said Karen
Fitzgerald of Portamouth, N.H., Donna's sis-
ter. He would then attack her, and she would
often have to be hospitalized, Fitzgerald said.

“What she was trying to do was help him
gct the belp he needed.” Fitrgeruld waid.
“Things would be OK for a while, and then it
would start up again,” she said

Another sister, Debbie Swanson of North
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“We all knew it was going to come.... We
all said, "He's going to kill you." but she
wouldn'tlisten,” Swanson told WCSH-TV in

fi bhout Daignean's

Banni 38, of Cahokia, 111, near St. Louis
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“V'm surpet k his wife with him
and the other people.” Clegg said. “He men-
toned sometimes just taking hisown life. . sohe
couldd be st peace and et out of pain ™
The Daigneaus moved to Kentucky with-
in the last couple of years. Gardner said she
—
“What she was trying to
do was help him get
the help he needed.
Things would be OK for

awhile, and then it

Portland, Maine.

The family mcognized the relationship was
wum-’mmwﬁun
Tonie Bttt R At
she said.

believed her sister went with him to protect
her fumily.

“1 think that she went down there 1o pro-
tect us from him. That's what she told me,”

said Digr the hospi-
h]l]mh!ﬂ'l“'ﬂﬁﬂ'kmi'ﬂmkm
But Simpson denied the report.
He said the case wn being reviewed to

Willa Mae Shoemaker also said her hus-
band, HM. “Junior™: Shoemaker, had Junch
Thursday with Daigneay and his estranged
wifee. She said her hushand reported that Rob-
ent Daigneay had asked Doona out for s date
during the lunch, but she made no decision

ensure proper | were foll
but added the staff felt it was time for
Diaignean to be relcased.

“There’s no 100 percent predictability in
clinical evaluations,” Simpson said.

Simpson also said there is & danger that
Daigneau’s actions might sttach a stigma to
ull Vietnam veterans.

Authorities in Kum:tynﬂl)-pm an

Mrx Sh ker said the couple moved 1o
Casey County from New Hampshire 5 fow

warn

er weather might make him feel betier
Dalgneau was upset that his wife beft him
four months ago, she added. and said he
seemed quite jenlous.
The gunman was no stranges to the law
Meeoce said Donna Daignesu filed for an

ﬁﬂh'mlumnmcdﬂi Satunday night
t what the stk
enlydnq)l was the bocal police departrent.
Daignesu fled but fatally shot himself in
the head ks than two hours Later in Lancaster
after being stopped by a police officer
Casey County Sheriff Carl Meoce said he
had tried 1 keep in contact with Daigneau
since his wife filed for divorce a few months

Y protective order against her es-
tranged husband six months ago. In February,
Daignean pleaded guilty to fourth-degree as.
sault for hitting a Stanford doctor

The sheriff recalled times when Dalgneau
had cried as he talked about his war days

Iy, the sheriff would send out several deputies

anytime he was called to Daigness’s house
A week ago, Donna Daignesu asked police

o visit d ushand’ s howse because

ago because he was o afrmid thing
might happen

she thought he had commitied suicide
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Victim’s family
hopes fund helps
battered women

By Wolfford lanned before the murder,
l‘:m :u-'nlnlp!inl:lnl:lmb

said.
to benefit battered women has  “She's just a lli!ltt: fine
Christian person,
said Monday of his assistant
three friends infront  (Comtinued on Page A7.)
De-
rtment by her estranged X
*We hope it will turn some-

an horrible into something
*nﬂ ," Daigneaun’s sister,
aren Fitzgerald of Ports-
;::.h, N.H., llluf“ in a tele-
& interview this morning.
The family will decide what
to do with the money onee it
sees how much comes in.
“Basically, what we want tode | =
is set up some kind of shelter |
for batiered women in N
Hampshire and 5!’“«

some

sistance,” said
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Augusta, ME Dec, 1991

Lawmakers say VA hospital
apparently isn’t to blame
in slayings in Harrodsburg
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AUGUSTA, Maine — A pair of
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members yester-
they found nothing to back

it
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&w any indication that
id" intend to harm his
wife, Donna Daigneau,
said. She added that people
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geliff said Daigneau, who had
been treated for 28 days for post-
trabmatic stress disorder, left the
ital voluntarily to return home
to County, Ky. The hospital
not have held Daigneau
agdinst his will unless he had been
committed

But Daigneau’s behavior during
his latest visit to the VA hospital ap-
parently did not justify commit-

ment, Zeliff said. Whether the hos-
ital had asked Daigneau to stay
onger was still unanswered, the
legislators said.

“Clearly, from what has been giv-
en to us today, we haven't detected
anything in the treatment that could
have prevented the outcome,”
Snowe said.

Zeliff said it was “the judgment of
everybody he was safe to be put out
on the street and go back to his
Kentucky farm.”

The pair said they would not
draw any final conclusions on the
hospital's treatment of Daigneau
until the Veterans Affairs Depart-
ment issues a final report early next

year.
Snowe and Zeliff had ‘ioiJlEd Ken-
tucky Rep. Harold “Hal”’ Rogers, R-
Sth District, in asking for a House
Veterans Affairs Committee investi-
gation of Daigneau’s treatment at
the hospital after receiving pleas for
help from families of the people he
killed. Zeliff said he plans to meet
with the families to tell them what
he had learned.

Daigneau had been arrested on
cha of assaulting his wife in
Northwood, N.H., a few weeks be-
fore he was admitted to the Maine
hospital, police said. He was re-
leased to a friend, John Cameron of
Gilmanton, N.H.

Cameron is among those who say
the hospital should not have re-
leased Daigneau.

Hospital officials have contended
that Daigneau was enrolled in a vol-
untary program and that staff mem-
bers didn't think he posed a danger
to himself or others,
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Obituary for Robert Daigneau (Aged 45)

Robert Daigneau

KINGS MOUNTAIN — A
memorial service for Robert
Daigneau, 45, of 1940 Grove
Ridge Road in Kings Mountain
in County will be held
at 11 am. Thursday at the
Corinth First Church of God.

Daigneau committed suicide

Suturﬁv in Garrard County

a!tu-hnkillod fourfmple in-
hinnfe in oiun

He was a nativo of New
Hampshire, a farmer, |
and disabled veteran of
Vietnam War.

Survivors include two sons,
Jason and Michael Daigneau
of New England; a daughter;
and three grandchildren.
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