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FIND LEGENDS, WALKING PATHS

AND GREEN SPACES AT LOCAL CEMETERIES

There are all kinds of fascinating stories buried in local cemeteries.
Take a walk through history and see the graves of some of New Hamp-
shire’s most prominent residents, like President Franklin Pierce. Take a
tour of the state’s oldest colonial burial ground, spend time in an urban

Valley Cemetery
Bounded by Aubum, Pine, Valley and
Willow streets in Manchester
Note: This is a follow-up to an article on
Valley Cemetery in the July 12 issue of the
Hippo. Visit hippopress.com and click on
past issues; the story is on page 6.

Though there’s still work to be done, a
group of local volunteers is making prog-
ress with efforts to restore Valley Cemetery
in Manchester. The 20-acre downtown area
is moving closer to being the inviting public
space it once was decades ago.

“Everything’s a phase, and the first phase
has been cleaning [the cemetery] up,” said
Mike Drelick, a regular volunteer at the
cemetery. “Then we can focus on fundrais-
ing [for larger projects].”

Tanya Frazier, a solutions engineer at
Benefit Strategies in Manchester, has been
spearheading the restoration efforts at the
cemetery. While she said the group’s month-
to-month improvements may be gradual,
the cemetery looks greatly improved from
when she first adopted it last summer.

Frazier and a core group of volunteers
typically work at the cemetery every oth-
er Saturday from 9 am. to noon. However,
she admitted that this summer’s weather has
presented some challenges.

“We were hit with quite a few rainy Sat-
urdays in a row;” said Frazier. “We lost a
little bit of traction, but we’ve still made a
lot of great progress.”

That primarily includes cutting back
overgrown trees and bushes that had con-
sumed several parts of the cemetery. Drelick
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Valley Cemetary. Photo by Scott Murphy,

said their efforts have revealed several mau-
soleums and groups of gravestones that
were either obscured or hidden by unkempt
brush.

Additionally, these efforts have helped
achieve Frazier’s primary goal of making
Valley Cemetery a more open, aftractive
place for the public. She said the free and
foliage coverage was often used by people
as a place to hide for shelter, dmg use and
lewd activities.

Over the last vear, the group has revealed
more of these hiding spots as they cut more
overgrowth, and Frazier said they’ve started
to find fewer heroin needles and makeshift
shelters and tarps peeking through the trees,
As a results, she’s also started to see more
members of the public walking through the
cemetery.

In the colder months, Frazier said, the
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ValleyCemetary in Manchester. Photo by Seott Murphy

cemetery that's being transformed into an inviting public green space,
or visit the Humane Society for Greater Nashua's cemetery and pay
homage to notable pets, including a German Shepherd from the WWII
canine corps. Find out why these eight cemeteries are worth a visit.

group’s aftention will turn to the onsite Goth-
ic chapel. Built in 1932, the chapel was
damaged by a fire and has been unused for
decades. Frazier hasn’t been able to find
much history or photos of the chapel in its
heyday, but she said the potential is there.
Eventually, she envisions transforming the
space info a volunteer hub and visitors center.

“The ceiling is stunning. It’s made with
beautiful, dark wood, and there’s so much
other beautiful work in there,” said Frazier.
“We want to take down some ofthe plywood
and replace [the windows] with Plexiglas so
there’s some light coming [in].”

Future projects include marking the
roughly one mile of paved walkways in the
top part of the cemetery, as well as cleaning
up another path in the lower basin. Eventu-
ally, Frazier would also like to fix and add
to the cemetery’s street lights. These major
projects aside, both Frazier and Drelick said
there is still clean-up work to be done, and
they welcome as many volunteer hours as
people are willing to commit.

“We don’t expect people to spend three
hours here like I do,” said Drelick. “If you
want to help, just come through and pick up
abag of trash.”

Search for “Save Valley Cemetery, Man-
chester New Hampshire™ on Facebook.

— Seott Murphy

Forest Hill Cemetery

Cemetery Road (behind First Parish Con-
gregational Church, 47 E. Derry Road, Derry)

This 35-acre cemetery is part of the East
Derry Historic District, an area of Derry that

includes several other buildings and hous-
es that were added to the National Register
of Historic Places in 1982. One of the cem-
etery’s biggest claims to fame is that it’s the
site of the family burial plot of Alan Shepa-
rd Jr., a Derry native who became the first
American to ever fly in space, in 1961.
Shepard himself is not buried here —his ash-
es were scattered at three separate locations,
including at the site of his childhood home
— but a memorial marker, or cenotaph, rec-
ognizing his notoriety can be found within
his family’s burial plot.

It’s just one unique story that cements
Forest Hill Cemetery in Derry’s histo-
ry, long before it was even incorporated as
a U.S. town. In fact, the town was known
as “Nutfield” dating back to the year 1719,
when Irish settlers first came to the land.

“The cemetery is just oozing with his-
tory,” said T.J. Cullinane, president of the
Friends of the Forest Hill Cemetery, who
regularly gives historic walking tours of
some of the most notable gravesites.

The front gates bearing the cemetery’s
name were donated to the town by General
George Thom, a Pinkerton Academy grad-
uate and Civil War veteran. who is buried
there along with his entire immediate fam-
ily. Not far from the cemetery entrance is a
collection of tombstones separated by a gate
with a “First Seftler” sign. This is where
the Rev. James MacGregor is buried, who
Cullinane said is credited with being the
settlement’s original founder, along with his
family and other members of his group that
first arrived there,

According to Cullinane, the oldest known
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First Settler graves in Forest Hill Cemetery, Demry. Photo
by Matt Ingersoll.

stone that can still be found at the cem-
etery is that of Peter Cochran, who died
Christmas Day in 1722, the same year the
cemetery was founded.

“At the age of 92, he decided to emi-
grate here from Northem Ireland,” he said.
“We don’t know for sure the reason why he
would decide to go overseas at the age 0of 92,
but Northem Ireland at that time was beset
by anumber of wars and sieges.”

Cullinane often tells a couple of “ghost
stories” to visitors during his tours, one of
them involving the late Dorothy Goldman,
founder of the Friends of the Forest Hill
Cemetery.

“Dorothy said she was walking in the
cemetery one day when she saw an orb,
which is a ghostly apparition but not a full-
body manifestation,” he said. “She saw the
orb hover for a moment and disappear, so
she approached it and saw that an old grave-
stone had tumbled over ... and as she looked
closer, she saw that it had obscured two flat
veterans® stones.”

Those stones, it tumed out, belonged to
Set. William McKinney and his brother Pvt.
Andrew McKinney, who both served in the
Union Army during the Civil War. William
died in 1864 and Andrew just a year later,
in 1865.

“Their names were covered up by a fall-
en stone, so nobody could see and honor
them,” Cullinane said. “So Dorothy worked
with the town to get them back up and bring
them in full view, and one wonders if she
would have known to take that action had
that orb not appeared where it did.”

— Matt lngersall

Old North Cemetery

North State Street. Concord

On the northern end of New Hamp-
shire’s Capital City, less than a mile to the
west of Kimball Jenkins Estate, lies Old
North Cemetery, an L-shaped cemetery a
little under six acres in size. It’s the city’s
oldest cemetery — dating back to 1730 —
and was added to the National Register of
Historic Places in 2008.
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Old Morth Cemetery in Concord. Photo by Matt Ingersoll.

In a section surrounded by an iron fence
in the southeastern corner of the cemetery
ig an area known as the Minot Enclosure.
It is here where one of its most famous
burial sites can be found: that of Franklin
Pierce, the 14th president of the Unit-
ed States and to date the only president to
hail from the Granite State.

Julie Cole of the Pierce Brigade, a vol-
unteer organization that maintains and
conducts tours of The Pierce Mange —
Pierce’s home in Concord — said the
president, his wife and two of his three
sons are all buried in Old North Cemetery.
Pierce had purchased a burial plot for the
cemetery while he was still in office in
1855.

“His original stone marker ... was in
such bad repair that it was used as the base
of the new one,” Cole said. “So part of it
ig still there but in a different form.”

Today, a tall monument with Pierce’s
name engraved in the middle, his wife’s
name Jane on the left, and sons Frank and
Benjamin on the right, can be found in
the cemetery. Both sons had died at very
young ages years before. Cole said they
were originally buried in a separate part of
the cemetery but were moved to the Minot
Enclosure with their father following that
section’s completion.

Other notable burial zites in the ceme-
tery include those of the Walkers, one of
the very first families who seitled in the
area of what is now Concord (first called
the township of Pennycook, then later
Rumford for atime before being changed
to its present name) in the 1700s. Rev.
Timothy Walker, known for being the
city’s first minister and a leader of set-
tlers who traveled north from the Woburn,
Mags., area, is buried in Old North Cem-
etery along with several of his family
members. The stone for his daughter Sar-
ah, who died in 1736 at the age of 4, is
the oldest known stone in the cemetery,
according to Cemetery Administrator Jill
McDaniel of the City of Concord.

— Matt Ingersoll 16p

What's more fun than
eating chocolate?

3 Making !

Check out the new classes
this fall at Van Otis Chocolates
and register today.
Great for adults and kids!

Chocolate Overload
Tuesdays from 5:30-6:30pm

Caramel Madness
Thursdays from 5:30-6:30pm

Truffle Making

Every third Saturday of the
month from 9am-12pm

Visit www.vanotis.com for more
information and full class details

g e e gl |t B s

341 Elm Street, Manchester, NH 03101 | 603.627.1611 | www.vanotis.com
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urrogates Needed

Have you considered Surrogacy?

Avenues to Surrogacy, a New Hampshire based surrogacy agency, is looking
for women who would be willing to serve as gestational surrogates.

If you are over 21 and
the biological mother of at least one child,
you may qualify to become a gestational surrogate.
You will make a family’s dreams come true while being
compensated for your time and effort.

Contact Kristine at 1-888-952-3678
or 603-228-6712 to schedule an initial conversation
and learn how becoming a gestational surrogate may
benefit you and your family.

18 Centre Street
Concord, NH

(603) 228-6712
avenuestosurrogacy.com

Avenues to
Surrogacy
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All Welcome
Sunday, October 14, 10:30 - | 1:30

ECK Light and Sound Service
aone hour progra indudng relective contempletion, alove
song to God, and group discussion on the dey's theme
Karma:

The Perfect Balance
Airport Holiday Inn,

2280 Brown Ave, Manchester

Past Lives, Dreams and Soul Travel
a spiritual discussion group for all
come join the chat about your dreams
and learn how to understand them
Friday, October 19, at 7 p.m.
20 Trafalgar Square, Nashua, NH
4th floor conference room
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ECKANKAR

The Path of Spiritual Freedom
(EK or ECK means Holy Spirit)

We have activities going on
throughout New Hampshire.
Visit us at: www.eckankar-nh.org
or call 1-800-713-8944

12343
.

Now picking

APPLES

Free Hayridesonthe
Weekend II-4pm
Weather Permitting

Farmstand & Bakery
Fresh local veggies, jams, jelfies,
baked ?oods, specialty cheeses
mapie, honey, and lots more,

Apple Hill Farm

580 Mountain Rd., Concord, NH
Apple Picking everyday 8:30°"-5:30™
Call for availability & apple varieties

224-8862 « applehillfarmnh.com

123171
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Temple Beth Abraham

Cemetery

428 W. Hollis St., Nashua

There are 20 Jewish cemeteries in New
Hampshire, a majority of which are con-
gregated in the southern part of the state.
One of the oldest is Temple Beth Abraham
Cemetery in Nashua, which was founded
in 1895. The cemetery is small, with only
around 500 gravestones.

Former Nashua resident Rabbi Joshua
Segal has written a book on all 20 of the
Granite State’s Jewish cemeteries and giv-
en tours on several of them. He said among
the biggest factors of Jewish cemeteries
that attract interest among taphophiles —
people who have an interest in cemeteries
— are the unique iconography and the
mystery of the Hebrew language found on
many of the gravestones.

“You’ll see the most common icon
in Jewish cemeteries, from about 1925
on, is the Jewish star. Prior to that, [the
star] was about the only iconography
that existed, because monuments were
hand-carved and expensive,” Segal said.
“Starting in about 1951, or around post
World War II, as sandblasting technolo-
gy took over, there are now more than
60 different religious identity icons that
you’ll find.”

You’ll still see the Jewish star adorned
across many gravestones at Jewish cem-
eteries, along with others like a pair of
hands with outspread fingers on men’s
stones symbolizing a priestly bless-
ing, or someone believed to have been
a descendant of Moses’s brother Aaron;
a candelabra on women’s stones sym-
bolizing a woman’s piety; and a pair of
clasping hands on double gravestones
symbolizing the union of a husband and
wife.

Segal said another motif that was much
more common in the earlier half of the
20th century involved a symbol or even
a gravestone constructed to look like
half a tree cut off, to symbolize someone
dying young. Others, like lamps, which
are depicted as a symbol for eternity,
have been used in Jewish cemeteries for
decades.

Indicators of some of the oldest stones
found in Temple Beth Abraham Ceme-
tery are stones made of marble, which
bear a white color and much rougher tex-
ture than the granite stones, Segal said, or
those written only in Hebrew.

Despite its small size and history that
lasts more than 100 years, a large section
along the back fence is still available for
future burials.

“I’d say there is probably enough space
... to last another 75 years or so0,” Segal
said.

— Matt Ingersoll

Cemetery in Nashua. Photo by Matt Ingersoll.

Chester Village

Cemetery

19 Raymond Road, Chester

Many confident artists sign their work, and
Abel and Stephen Webster of Hollis were no
exception. The brothers were some of the
earliest and most sought after headstone
carvers in the region in colonial New Hamp-
shire. Visitors of Chester Village Cemetery
can easily spot their work among the aisles
of grave markers, as each brother’s signature
mark will be staring right back at them.

Aaron Mansur, chair of the Chester Vil-
lage Cemetery Trustees, said that Abel and
Steven capped off their carvings with happy
and sad faces, respectively.

“It was just a fun little thing they did to add
their signature,” said Mansur.

While there are numerous faces smiling
and scowling around the cemetery, they’re
only found on a specific type of stone. The
brothers became popular carvers around
town in the mid-1750s, and at the time,
Mansur said, slate gravestones were most
common, due to its affordability and being
relatively lightweight.

“Granite [headstones] didn’t start to come
around until the mid-1800s,” said Mansur. “Tt
was pretty expensive and hard to transport.”

The Webster brothers were among the first
carvers to work at the Chester Village Ceme-
tery afterit was purchasedin 1751. The Chester
Historical Society claims the graveyard is one
of the oldest in the state, and it serves as the
final home for noteworthy Granite Staters like
William Richardson, chief justice of the New
Hampshire Supreme Court, and Governors
John and Samuel Bell (also brothers).

Chester Village Cemetery was added to the
National Register of Historic Places in 1979,
though it’s not the only remnant of colonial
New Hampshire in town. Across the street is
the Chester Congregational Church (4 Ches-
ter St.), established in 1730 and added to the
National Register in 1986. The Chester His-
torical Society said the church is significant
for being a “well-designed and well-pre-
served” example of the Greek Revival style.
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Chester Village Cemetery. Phaota by Scott Murphy,

The Chester Historical Society is housed
in Stevens Memorial Hall (One Chester St.)
farther up the street. The organization reports
that the hall was built in 1910 and original-
ly housed the town selectmen’s office, library
and a meeting space. Not to be outdone, the
hall was also added to the National Register
in 2004. The society’s office and exhibits are
open at the hall on the second Saturday of
every month from 10 am. to noon.

The Village Cemetery Trustees also lists
10 other cemeteries and family lots around
town on its webpage. Visit chestemh.org/vil-
lage-cemetery-trustees. — Scott Micrphy

New Hampshire State

Veterans Cemetery
110 Daniel Webster Hwy., Boscawen
Approaching its 21st birthday in Novem-

ber, the New Hampshire State Veterans
Cemetery in Boscawen is an honorary rest-
ing place for Granite State service members
and their dependents. Along with grave sites,
the cemetery’s 14 cleared acres include
several monuments and features commemo-
rating the state’s military history.

Cemetery director Michael Home said
veterans and veteran service organizations
converged in the 1990sto find *“a place where
veterans of all branches of services and con-
flicts could lay together and be honored and
recognized for their sacrifices.” At the time,
Horne said the closest veteran-specific burial
option was over 100 miles south of the bor-
der af the Massachusetts National Cemetery
in Bourne, Mass., on Cape Cod.

On July 1, 1997, the New Hampshire leg-
islature officially established the cemetery on
104 acres of state-owned forest in Boscawen,
about 15 minutes north of Concord. A few
months later, the cemetery buried its first vet-
eran; chief warrant officer Emest Holm, who
served in the Navy during World War I and
World War I1.

According to Home, eligible veterans can
be buried at the cemetery at no cost. Vet-
erans’ dependants, including spouses and
children, can also be interred for $350.
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New Hampshire State Veterans Cemetery. Courtesy
photo,

As of late September, he said there are
10,949 individuals buried at the ceme-
tery. Between June 1, 2017, and July 30,
2018, the cemetery had 894 burials, part of
a steady increase over the years, according
to Home.

Back in July, Sens. Maggie Hassan and
Jeanne Shaheen announced the cemetery
would receive $2.5 million to expand and
develop an additional 4.6 acres and con-
duct needed repairs. Additionally, the
cemetery will be able to add to the buri-
al options it offers veterans, including
cement crypts.

The cemetery offers other ways for
vigitors to pay their respects. On site
are a circle of flags, a memorial walk-
way and a “20 Points of New Hampshire
Military Service” area with monuments
bearing information of the history of
the armed forces in the Granite State.
The cemetery hosts annual ceremonies
on Memorial Day and Veterans Day.
This year’s Veterans Day ceremony will
be held on Sunday, Nov. 11, at 11 am.
Horne said a portion of the ceremony
will commemorate the centennial anni-
versary of the end of World War I (Nov.
11, 1918).

The new Veteran Heritage Learning
Center will also open its doors this Veter-
ans Day. The center will feature audio and
video displays, interactive kiosks and arti-
facts from New Hampshire veterans who
served in different conflicts. Horne said the
cemetery is “a little over halfway” to meet-
ing itz $700,000 capital campaign goal and
will continue adding to the center’s educa-
tional offerings.

“Even though we’re 21 years old, there’s
still a good percentage of the [state’s] pop-
ulation that doesn’t know that we have a
New Hampshire veterans cemetery,” said
Horne. “The learning center [will have]
a lot of historic and valuable information
that needs to be communicated and passed
on to future generations.”

— Scott Mirphy

Point of Graves in Portsmouth. Courtesy of Rox
Zwicker.

Point of Graves

1-199 Mechanic St., Portsmouth

The graves of some of New Hamp-
shire’s earliest settlers can be found at Point
of Graves in Portsmouth, located next to
Prescott Park, across the street from the
Strawbery Banke Museum and overlooking
the Piscataqua River.

According to the walking tour brochure
published by The Mayor’s Blue Ribbon
Cemetery Committee, Point of Graves, the
state’s oldest colonial burial ground, was
formally established in 1671 by Captain
John Pickering, who donated the land for
burials under the condition that he be able
to let his cattle graze there. For that reason,
many of the earliest gravestones have been
destroyed; the oldest gravestone is marked
“1682."

Point of Graves spans about half an acre.
Tt was filled to capacity and had its last buri-
al in the 1880s. There are currently around
125 gravestones still standing.

Roxie Zwicker, owner of the touring
event company New England Curiosities,
which offers tours of Point of Graves, said
one of the first things she covers on the tour
is the carvings on the gravestones. Up until
the early 1800s, many of the hand-carved
gravestones were shipped up from Boston.
They feature images of skulls and cross-
bones, winged skulls, empty hourglasses
and eerie-looking cherubs.

“There are alot of great epitaphs and super-
stitions in the carvings on the gravestones,”
Zwicker said. “The gravestones themselves
are one of the first forms of American folk
art. They are museum-worthy.”

A little known fact about Point of Graves,
Zwicker gaid, is that all of the people buried
there were buried facing the east.

“So at the day of the Last Judgment, when
the Holy Creator appeared at dawn in the
east, everyone would just rise facing that
direction,” she said.

The walking tour brochure highlights
some notable people buried in Point of
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39th Annual
MCcINTYRE SKI SWAP

Snowboards & Skates Too!

Friday, October 19'*, 4pm - 9 pm
Saturday, October 20", 9am - 4pm

20 - 80% OFF NEW 2017-18 GEAR:

Biggest selection of new & used equipment!
Last year’s demos!
Huge selection of children’s & adult equipment!

Skis & Snowboards * Boots * Helmets
Poles * Goggles * Gloves * and MORE!

Bring in your skis, boots, snowboards, & skates
& we’ll sell them for you! (Shaped Skis only)

Equipment Check-In:

Sat. & Sun. Oct. 13th - Oct. 14th | 9am-5pm
Mon. - Thurs. Oct. 15th - Oct. 18th | 9am-6pm
(please call for an appt. if you are bringing 15+ items.)
We reserve the right fo refuse any equipment

Swap Specials (Valid Nov. 15th)

$18.00
$20.00
$24.00
$25.00
$24.00
$22.00
$30.00

Ski Tune-Up

SB Tune-Up

Ski Stonegrind
SB Stonegrind
Tune & Adj.
Mount
Stonegrind & Adj.

MCINTYRE

AREA

50 Chalet Way | Manchester, NH | 603.622.6159
www.mcintyreskiarea.com

HIPFO | OCTORER 11 -17 2018 | PAGE 17



It's not how you start.
It's how you finish.
Finish at New England

NEC.EDU/Transfer
-

Classes start
January 14th!
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E New England
College
""

603.428.2223
admlsslon@nec.edu
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GraniteState =S

aturais

Faamiby owvred since 1637

OPEN EVERYDAY | 164 North State St.,
Congord, NH({ 1 Mile N. of Main 5t.) | 224-9341
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Proctor Cemetery, a pet cemetenyin Nashus. Coutesy
photo.

417

Graves, mcluding John Jackson (d. 1691),
a manner and owner of land on Little Har-
bor and Jackson Idand in the Fiscatagqua
Riwer, James Lovett (d. 1718), abookkeep-
er for provincial coust president John Cutts,
William Button (1. 1693), one ofthe wealth-
1est men in Mew Hampshire at the time, and
Jane Meserve (d 1747) wife of Colonel
Mathaniel Meserve, a prominent shiphuilder
and commander of a New Hampshire regi-
ment dunng the French and Indian War,

“Vou see all these historical homes in
Portamouth; these are the people who built
and lived in them A lot of street names in
Portsmouth are also named after the fam-
ilies buried there,” Zwacker sad “For
anyone looking to connect wath the history
of the area it’s worth spending an hour or
two to look around and learn ahout the peo-
ple who bult our community”

Point of Graves is “not wathout its ghost
stories,” Zwicker sad. One of the gravestes
with the most reported supematural achwity
15 that of Elizabeth Peirce, a mother of nine
children who died in 1717 at age 42 from
tubherculoas.

“People say they've heand footsteps
behind them, felt hike they were being
touched, sensed another presence or felt
like they were bang followed around, and
have taken strange photographs,” she sad
“When it comes to the ghost stones, we
leave it up to the people to decide whether

they are true orimagined” — Angie Sykawy

Proctor Cemetery

Humane Soctety for Groaler Nashua, 24
Ferry Road MNashia

Around 3,000 pets have found their final
resting place at Proctor Cemetery, apet cem-
etery run by the Humane Society for Gre ater
Mashua The oldest pet cemetery inthe state,
the Z-acre plat is located on the Humane
Society grounds in front of the main facility
andis hometo all kinds of pets.

“WWe have cats and dogs, a horse that was
44 years old, agoat who was abit of a Face-
book star around here, and we even have

sorne lizards and toads” Heather Coleman,
cemnetery coordinator, sad.

According to Douglas Barry, presi-
dent and CEO of the Humane Society, the
property for the cemetery was donated
in 1930 by Mashua businessman Roscoe
Proctor after ahuge fire on Allds Street in
MNashua consumed hundreds of homes and
claimed the lives of many pets. The first
pet to be buned there was a cat named
Creampot, who was killed in the fire.

Proctor Cemetery also holds several nota-
ble pets Bary sad, including the German
Shephu'de'kaamm first h eutenant in the
canine corps durmg WWII and a member of
the Amencan Legion; and the Sibenan Hus-
ky Paugus, who went on three ezpeditions to
the South Pole and whose grandfather was
Chinook, the famous dog whoe accompanied
Adrura Richard Byrd on hus first expedition
to the South Polein the late 1920z

There are all lands of headstones in
the cemetery, including flat and standing
headstones and headstones wath decora-
tive statues. The grounds are regularly
mantained vath green orass, flowers, trees
and henches and many people visit their
pets on aregular basis and put flowers on
their graves, Coleman sad.

“It's beautiful and wvery serene. It's
a nice place to come and sit or to walk
through. It's nice toread all ofthe engrav-
ings and see how passionate people are
about their pets,” she sad,

Proctor Cemetery is currently open for
new bunals — the most recent burial was
amonth ago — and Barry said thereis still
space for 300 to 500 more plots.

“We're always looking at other options,
too, because we know that one day, we
will run out of space,” he said, “hut we
have atotal of six acres of property, so we
have room to expand the cemetery in the
future if we need to.”

Coleman said the demand for pet bun-
als has been steady, and that many people
like to have something tangible to remem-
ber ther pet by,

“That’s why a lot of people bury their
petsin their backyards. They want to keeg
them close,” she sad. “But ifthey want tc
be sure [the gravesite] will have perpetual
care, they take advantage of our services.”

To have a pet buned in the cemetery,
the pet owner must decide whether they
want a body burial or a cremation. If they
want a body burial, they need to provide
their own casket. The buria 1s usualy
done within a week ofthe pet’s death, The
pet owner can also request to have a small
memorial service on the day of the hunal,
during which Coleman will read the pet
logs poem “Pawprints Left By You”

“[ think that poem really encompasses
what a pet means to a person” Colemar
said, “For many people ther pet is not
just an ammal; 1t’s a family member”

— Angie Sykerry ol
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