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PREFACE.

Tae Fourteenth Regiment, twenty years after its organization,
and scventeen years after its work in the Great Rebellion was done,
publishes its memorial volume. And still it is the first organization
of Union volunteers from the Granite State to issue a work of this
kind. In waiting thus long, it is probable that a more satisfactory
volume has been produced than would have resulted from an earlier
attempt at publication. The Committee, upon which the veterans
of the Fourteenth devolved the duty now discharged, has striven to
present a work free from the crudities and narrow range of value
which attached to so many of the publications immediately following
the close of the war.

This book was intended by the Committee to attain three ends:
First, to present an accurate history of the Fourteenth New Hamp-
shire Volunteers, and a record of all its members up to the present
year. A complete history was not contemplated, —that were an
impossibility ; for it would necessarily include the detailed story of
more than thirteen hundred eventful lives during their entire connec-
tion with the regiment. It is believed that these pages record all of
the important events in the life of the organization, and perhaps also
a large proportion of the prominent incidents which filled out the
months and years of its service. Second, this volume aims to fur-
nish a comprehensive account of the romantic and important opera-
tions in the Shenandoah Valley from the beginning to the end of the
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war; epitomized in the first three years of the ever-shifting struggle,
but fully and accurately portrayed in the last and triumphant cam-
paign of 1864. 'Third, in a series of articles of general application,
taken in connection with the incidents appearing in the narrative
portion, the Committee has aimed to hold up before the general
reader a striking picture of volunteer army life as it was experienced
by a million and a half of America’s citizens drawn from every
community in the loyal North.

Concerning the first point, the Committee has labored under both
inevitable and unnecessary difficulties. Important information has
been obtained with difficulty. The lapsg of time since 1865, the
death or removal of many, has rendered it difficult, if not impos-
sible, to secure valuable material. In many cases it is to be feared
that surviving members of the regiment has not rendered that aid
which, could it have been given, would have materially lightened the
labors, and made more completely successful the work accomplished.

The Committee has made use of all the material furnished, and
has endeavored by repeated requests to obtain every fact of interest.
Every practicable endeavor has been made to avoid neglect and
prevent omissions. The Committee gratefully recognizes the hearty
co-operation of those comrades who have done all in their power to
make the enterprise worthy and successful.

CHARLES P. HALL,
JOHN W. STURTEVANT,
SAMUEL L. GEROULD,
FRANCIS H. BUFFUM,

Committee of Publication.



AUTHOR'S NOTE.

Ix the preparation of this volume, under the direction of the Com-
mittee of Publication, the author has been indebted to many who
have contributed to this memorial. He desires to acknowledge the
favors and services which have materially aided in the accomplish-
ment of the work. IHe is under obligations to the following officers
and gentlemen outside of the Fourteenth Veteran Association :
Lieut.-Gen. Philip H. Sheridan ; Col. Herbert E. Hill, formerly of
Gen. Sheridan’s staff; Mr. C. K. Lord of the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad ; Mr. George F. Field and Col. F. H. Forbes of Boston;
Superintendent A. B. Drum of the National Cemetery, Winchester,
Va.; Postmaster A. L. Ebersole, Cedar Creek, Va.

The following members of the Fourteenth have furnished written
contributions : Col. Carroll D. Wright, who has written one of the
accounts of the Battle of the Opequan, and the principal portion
of the sketch of ¢¢ Service at the Central Guard-House;’’ Capt.
Charles P. Hall, who furnishes a sketch of ¢ Duty at Fort Pulaski,’”’
and of ¢ Hospital Guard-Duty in Washington;’’ Capt. John W.
Sturtevant, who has had charge of the elaborate and valuable tables
which complete this volume, gathering the material and compiling
the statistics with much labor and difficulty; Lieut. Marcus DIM.
Holmes, who contributes one account of the Battle of Cedar Creek,
and a sketch of ¢ The Refugee Camp;’’ Lieut. Walter II. Sargent,
who has written the story of ¢¢ An Attempted Escape;’’ Sergt. Sam-
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uel L. Gerould, who has materially assisted in the preparation of the
statistical tables, especially the comparative tables, which are of
special interest to all New-Hampshire veterans. The writers of the
various company sketches are credited in the proper place.

In addition to the formal written contributions, the following
comrades have supplied important information from their diaries:
Col. C. D. Wright, Capt. J. W. Sturtevant, Lieuts. E. D. Hadley,
O. C. Mason, and J. L. King, Sergt. S. L. Gerould, and A. Z.
Mason ; while the following have been active in furnishing data and
incidents with which to enrich the work: Col. C. D. Wright, Major
F. L. Tolman, Capts. S. A. Carter, C. W. Hodgdon, Ira Bery, jun.,
C. P. Hall, J. W. Sturtevant, and G. F. Blanchard; Lieuts. M. M.
Holmes and W. H. Sargent; Sergts. S. L. Gerould, G. H. Stowell,
jun., G. A. Sherman, and Corpl. J. Gove.

In order to relieve some who are herein mentioned from any possi-
ble embarrassment, it may be proper to state that this note appears
without the knowledge of the other members of the Committee. To
them especially, and to all here named, as well as to others who
have indirectly assisted, but whose names have not come to the
writer’s knowledge, is due whatever of success may have been

attained.
THE AUTHOR.
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Fourteenth New Hampshire.

ORGANIZATION.

THE first great impulse had spent its force. War was no
longer a romance, and the novel excitements of a nation in
arms had measurably subsided. It was a season for sober
second thought. The startling change from the peace of a
century to war as a general avocation had become so signal and
complete that the people had settled down to conflict as to an
employment. Through all the North, on every stream, the
busiest industries of thriving communities were fed by the
demands for the sustenance of a dreadful internecine struggle.
Every illusion had been dissipated from the most sanguine
mind ; the alluring glamours of Southern campaigning had
been torn away; and war in its hardships, disease, and carnage
was fearfully exemplified to all observers.

In that war-weary summer of 1862 no spirit of adventure
could have tempted one thoughtful man from his home among
the Granite Hills. Superficial inducements were not powerful
in the presence of a half-hearted military policy, and under the
shadow of Southern battle-fields where triumphs were dubious,
defeats crushing, and every engagement of doubtful value to
the loyal cause. It required a good deal of courage and deter-
mination to enlist in the Union armies under the unprecedented
calls by the government in 1862. The mere mercenaries, who
were bought into a blue uniform, are not included in the above
as any worthy characterization of our volunteers. The con-
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ditions varied from those of the first requisition. If some of
the noblest were lost to each community when the initial and
awful long roll was sounded which turned hamlets into camps,
there was yet a compensation in the wholesome and extensive
deliverance from the floating, worthless, and dangerous elements
which naturally drifted at once into the army. Yet if there
still remained a spot in the North infested by something of
a picnic patriotism, an itching for novelty and greenbacks, a
being constituted to enjoy a free frolic and turn an easy penny
at the government’s expense, there were avenues opened to
brief and easy terms of service sufficient to accommodate the
applicants. President Lincoln’s call for three hundred thou-
sand three-years’ troops was a severe drain upon the North;
and it came home to the best fighting element, the grand
reserve force, of the country: and it is moderate to assert, that,
when that call was satisfied, not another three hundred thou-
sand of equal quality could have been enlisted in America. *
The men who responded were not Bohemians, nor mere seekers
for a better fortune. They were mostly fixtures in society, and
in every relationship there was a sacrifice when they took the
field.

Under previous calls New Hampshire had sent out of her
sons as worthy champions as any who enlisted in 1862, — men
whose fighting and dying immortalized themselves, and secured
to their Mother Commonwealth imperishable honor. But this
distinction must be observed: they could, generally, go to their
country's defence with less injury to dependent interests than
was possible with the volunteers of 1862, who sacrificed so
largely industrial and family interests when they filled the last
and the widest gap. These volunteers had weighed the
momentous question, balancing the duty to home and depend-
ent families against the claims of patriotism, for almost a year
and a half. They had read the story of their country’s need in
the radiance of Fort Donelson, Nashville, New Orleans, and the
puissant ¢ cheese-box on a raft” in Hampton Roads. Gloomily
had they pondered the difference between fireside and bivouac
in the lurid, ominous glare reflected from the earthworks of
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Yorktown, the deathly intricacies of the Chickahominy, and
the splendid disaster of Malvern Hill. Such men could never
tread a path to disaster and death hedged in by those illusions
which might deceive and ensnare an enthusiast. They were
measurably familiarized with the realities of war, and many of
them had already suffered for their country in personal and
almost inconsolable bereavements.

It was a frequent insinuation, tending to disparage our volun-
teers, that they enlisted for the sake of the bounty offered. It
is probable that thousands of uniforms were filled by green-
backs; but such a criticism aimed at the volunteers of 1862
was a false and needless imputation. There were bummers
surely ; bounty-jumpers taking another turn; discharged men
from older regiments, whose disability vanished as by* miracle
under the Midas touch of a big town-bounty, only to Jconven-
iently return when the regiment approached hard or dangerous
service; rheumatic and chronically disabled cheats, conscious
of worthlessness, but also covetous of a bounty, — there were
found such foul blemishes upon the sturdy battalions whose
tramp, tramp, tramp, answered back to a beleaguered capital
and to sore-pressed veterans, —

“ We are coming, Father Abraham,
Three hundred thousand more.”’

The men who established the personnel of those regiments
upon an exalted level, who made possible such an esprit du corps
as first presaged and finally assured victory from Maryland to
Texas, were not purchased candidates for maiming, imprison-
ment, and death. They were men who could not have been
bought from wife, children, and the family home of generations
for one hundred or one thousand dollars. And such men were
the overwhelming majority of the three-years’ volunteers of 1862.

It is quite true that the large bounties offered finally induced
them to risk the heroic and costly venture. The era of emo-
tional patriotism had faded into the past. Sentimental, Fourth-
of-July oratory was impotent in reconciling the average citizen
to hard-tack, Virginia mud, and Rebel bullets. The prevailing
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argument was business-like and transparent: ¢ We know what
this thing means. We don’t want to fight, but we can’t see those
rampant Rebels whip us and destroy the Union:. we must see
the government through this job of putting down the Rebel-
lion.” There was an awful majesty in the cool devotion and
deliberate uprising of the volunteers in 1862. And the gene-
rous bounties secured the best material in all the North. Men
were ready to peril life for the Union; but they would not, and
ought not to, peril that which was dearer than life, more sacred
than any or all government, — their families and homes. As
soon as the proffered bounties were sufficient to secure home
interests and guard against pecuniary calamity, then tens of
thousands of doughty citizen-warriors felt and said, “ Now we
are ready: we can go and feel easy for the home and the dear
ones.” It was eminently just for the government to give these
men a lien upon the future prosperity of the people in order that
their home as well as their country might abide intact. The
high bounties paid in 1862 simply made it possible for the best
fighting material in the loyal States to tender its invaluable ser-
vice to the government in its pressing need.

When the enlistments for the Fourteenth Regiment were
made, devotion to an undivided Union and an indorsement of
the government’s war policy were as unmistakable as in the era
of the spring uprising of 1861, with this difference: that the
loyalty of 1862 was more practical and less effervescent. There
was a business-like deliberateness in volunteering which must
have been impossible amid the excitements of the initial cam-
paign. Such a condition of things was favorable to the organi-
zation of strong and reliable battalions capable of the highest
efficiency.

Had the regiment been organized when the men were enlisted,
it would have been numbered Ten rather than Fourteen: in
fact, many were enlisted for the Ninth. The Fourteenth can-
not be denominated a Cheshire-county regiment; although the
colonel, lieutenant-colonel, and four of the companies came
from that county. The other companies were raised in the
counties of Sullivan, Grafton, Coos, Carroll, Merrimack, and
Hillsborough.
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A single sentence must suffice in which to comment upon a
subject whose discussion and resultant antagonisms affected the
regiment throughout its history, and proved detrimental to
harmony and the highest discipline during the first year of ser-
vice. Inthe organization of the regiment, there was an unfortu-
nate combination of uncongenial official elements. Happily the
intelligence and devotion of the officers and men were more
than sufficient to endure the strain; so that what in many cases
would have ended in demoralization, in the Fourteenth simply
retarded the development of that splendid efficiency as a mili-
tary organization of which the regiment was indisputably capa-
ble. Considering the injustice in the matter of promotions,
which was inflicted upon a large number of the finest officers
in the regiment, this volume would be seriously incomplete with
no allusion to what so largely controlled and crippled its life.
Yet in the crucial hour of battle, when the regiment was to
write its immortal or ignoble page in history, it rose in its might
out of all disabilities; and perpetuating that spirit, we consign
all the unpleasant past to oblivion.

In the arrangement of this volume, the following pages are
assigned to sketches of the several companies. It was intended
that each company should have the same amount of space ;
and, so far as material has been furnished, this purpose has been
realized. Each company is responsible for the space taken.
The sketches are of local and company value, and they gather
up and preserve many interesting circumstances and incidents
which otherwise might be lost beyond recovery. The scope of
these company sketches covers the history of the recruits up to
the time when they were incorporated in the regimental organ-
ization, when the record of the regiment proper begins. In the
preparation of these papers we are indebted to the following
comrades: The sketches of A, D, H, and G, were written
respectively by Capt. C. P. Hall, Capt. C. W. Hodgdon, Lieut.
M. M. Holmes, and Capt. J. W. Sturtevant. That of Company
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I was largely written by Sergt. G. H. Stowell, Sergt. R. Hun-
toon furnishing valuable material for the remainder. Material
for the other sketches was furnished as follows: for B by Sergt.
G. A. Sherman; C, by Col. C. D. Wright; K, by Lieut.-Col.
O. H. Marston and Lieut. O. C. Mason; E, by Capt. William
Cobleigh.

COMPANY A.

Of the one hundred men who composed the original company,
seventy-two were recruited by ¥rank T. Barker, at Keene,
Westmoreland, and Hinsdale; and twenty-eight by Charles P.
Hall, at Westmoreland, Dublin, and Sullivan. All were enlisted
between August 1 and September 1, thirty-seven in one day at
Hinsdale. The following were the towns represented: viz.,
Hinsdale, forty; Westmoreland, twenty-two; Dublin, twelve;
Marlborough, six; Keene, five; Sullivan, four; Surry, three;
Fitzwilliam,Troy, and Swanzey, two each ; Chesterfield and Mar-
low, one each. The average age of the men was twenty-three
. and a half years; and there were in the company’s ranks men
who had been farmers, machinists, mill-operatives, students, and
one each employed as teacher, express-messenger, mechanic,
laborer, teamster, clerk.

It seems that the authorities of Hinsdale had the impression
that the quota of their town would be about forty, and called a
meeting, at which it was voted to pay a bounty of two hundred
dollars, and to raise eight thousand dollars for the purpose.
Soon after it was learned that the quota was only about twenty.
In the mean time the forty had enlisted. Now came the ques-
tions, *“ Who shall go?” ¢ Shall the whole bounty be paid ?”’
Some urged the filling of only the exact quota. Excitement
ran high: the boys were just ready to mutiny if they could not
all go together. A town-meeting was called, at which wiser
counsels prevailed; and, by a large majority, it was voted to pay
the full number that had enlisted. This satisfied the boys, and
proved the best thing for the town in every way; for the extra
men were set down to the credit of the town in subsequent
calls, when it was not so easy to get men. It shows at what a
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A PRESENTATION. 7

fever pitch the patriotic impulse of the North was beating dur-
ing this summer of 1862.

Arrangements having been made for tents and rations, the men
went into camp September 2, near Westmoreland South Village.
The next day the company was organized by the election of
commissioned and appointment of non-commissioned officers,
and the organization was ratified at Concord. The camp was
afterwards named “Camp Jack.” The company had regular
drill each day under the direction of Col. T. A. Barker, and
the camp was visited by numbers of citizens from the town and
vicinity. There was enough of real army life about this soldier-
camp to awaken an unusual interest in every thing that per-
tained to'the war.

The ladies gave the company a generous reception at the
Town Hall a few evenings before the departure for Concord,
where the dear women vied with each other in kindly attention
to those whose names had gone down on the roll. The display
of flowers, the heavily-laden tables, and the earnest words, told
a story which the boys delighted to recount by their camp-fires.
A beautiful flag was presented to the company, which floated
over its every camp till the summer of 64.

Miss E. J. Aldrich (now Mrs. Dr. Cutler of Swanzey) accom-
panied the gift with fitting words, to which Capt. Barker
responded.

Again, after the return in the summer of 1865, the ladies gave
the men a “ welcome home ” at the same place. Miss Aldrich
again spoke the words, which found an echo in many a heart
gathered that day on the village green. Capt. Barker voiced
the feelings of “the boys” as he told how they had been cheered
in all their months of absence by kindly memories of the dear
ones at home, and of the deep interest felt in them, shown in so
many ways. But wounds in some hearts were re-opened, and
other hearts beat in warm sympathy, as he told of those who
came not back, — whose life went out along the banks of the
Potomac, of the Mississippi, of the Shenandoah, — slowly in hos-
pital shelter, or quickly on the field of strife.

In obedience to orders, the company broke camp on the
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morning of September 20, and proceeded to Concord, where it
joined other companies the same afternoon. The men marched
four miles to the station at East Westmoreland, where cars had
been left for them, and thence by rail, via Ayer Junction and
Nashua, to the place of rendezvous. The line of that first
march, in the early morning of a beautiful autumn day, was a
continuous ovation. Such had never been seen before, and may
never be seen again, in that quiet town. Men had gone out
singly and in squads to preserve our old flag whole, but here
was a full company marching out to the music of the Union to
make a part of the “three hundred thousand more.”

From village, cottage, farmhouse, roadside, and depot plat-
form; from gray-haired men and women, whose memories
reached back almost to the war of Independence; from fathers
and mothers in vigor of life; from trembling wives with little
ones in their arms; from maidens with cheeks paled by love for
father, brother, or “ one dearer than all other;” from admiring
boys and girls, learning lessons in patriotism never learned be-
fore ; speaking out from trembling lips, moistened eyes, waving
kerchiefs, and hearty hand-grips, — came the cheering * God bless
you and keep you!” which echoed on and on long after the rear
end of the train had passed out of sight. With the arrival at
Concord, and mustering in September 22, the separate history of
Company A closes.

COMPANY B.

Two of the most flourishing towns on the Connecticut River
furnished the larger part of this company, while two other
adjacent communities assisted in completing the roll of mem-
bership. The men of Company B were somewhat conspicuous
among their fellows in the battalion for their size, height, and
fine appearance. The recruiting officers were, John G. John-
son and Artemas M. Adams of Walpole, Charles E. Holbrook
and Henry E. Barrett of Charlestown, Henry Knight of Mar-
low. There were enlisted for this company, in the town of
Walpole, fifty-one men ; in the town of Charlestown, thirty-five;
Marlow furnished thirteen; Alstead bringing the number to
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one hundred and one by the addition of its two, who were
enlisted by Joel Bullard. Enlistments for this company began
July 28, the last man being recruited September 138. Up to
August 11, fifteen had enlisted ; the majority coming in within
the next week or two.

The towns in which this company was recruited were gener-
ous and enthusiastic in the public-spirited and patriotic efforts
put forth to organize and send forth a body of men which
should worthily represent the intelligence and virtue of those
communities. Men and women vied with each other in their
endeavors to send their sons, brothers, husbands, and fathers
forth to battle, not only well equipped, physically and mate-
rially, but armed with that faith and courage which relies upon
ready hands and true hearts among those who speed them on
their dangerous way.

A somewhat peculiar experience was the lot of a portion of
the company. It was enlisted for the Ninth Regiment, and
soon after enrolment was ordered to Concord, and went into
camp there with the expectation of becoming incorporated into
that organization. The good sense of some prominent men at
home assured a different destiny. It was considered that
obvious advantages would result from the formation of a full
company in the towns above mentioned. The health and hap-
piness of the men would certainly be enhanced by the transfer
of a community of interest and acquaintance from home locali-
ties to the theatre of active service. Prominent citizens pre-
pared a petition and presented it to the authorities at Concord.
It accomplished its desired end: the men were permitted to
return home, and they were at once embodied in that organiza-
tion which was afterward known as Company B of the Four-
teenth.

The Walpole squad rendezvoused in the village of that town,
and enjoyed picturesque camp-life in A tents on the common.
This was an interesting feature in the early soldiering days of
that portion of the company, both to the members and to the
townspeople. The boys created a somewhat lively series of
events in the place, but their presence was much enjoyed. The
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writer understands that the Charlestown part of the company
also rendezvoused in the latter place, and enjoyed the advantages
of a good deal of a good time and considerable drilling. The
company was drilled to some extent by Cadet Meade, and by
Mr. J. G. Johnson and other members of the company.

On the sixteenth day of September Company B left Walpole,
and proceeded by the way of Hillsborough Bridge to Concord.
It arrived there that afternoon, drew enough utensils to barely
set up military housekeeping, and marched into camp, being the
third company on the ground. The company at once proceeded
to perform the necessary police-duty, and also gave assiduous
attention to drill. The youngest man in the company was six-
teen, while the oldest was reported as forty-four. The average
age of the company was twenty-five and a half years.

The company held an election of officers, with the result
which appears in the roster. On the 22d of September the
company was mustered into the United-States service, being
one of the first companies of the regiment to pass from State
to National control. The roster of Company B, as finally com-
pleted, comprised three officers and ninety-eight men. Of these,
two were afterward lost by desertion. This company, coming
from the counties of Cheshire and Sullivan, was representative
of, and an honor to, both.

COMPANY D.

When the call was made for three hundred thousand men to
serve for three years or during the war, every town began to look
about for men to fill its quota; and good bounties were offered
as an inducement, so that many a good man and true could see
his way clear to enlist, leaving his family in comfortable cir-
cumstances. While some men, who doubted the ability of the
country to meet so large a call, and fearing a draft, suddenly
found themselves afflicted with some ¢ chronic’’ ailment, which
until then had been so carefully concealed that even their most
intimate friends had never suspected it, the large majority
nobly stepped forth, ready to vindicate their country’s claims
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under the guardianship of the national eagle, and ready (as
Yankee Adams says) to wallop the pinfeathers out of any
other bird that might lay claim to jurisdiction anywhere within
our borders.

The town of Weare (though manifestly a town of peace,
being the home of many an honest Quaker, who delight not
themselves in the turmoils of war) became aroused, and meet-
ings were called to take measures for filling its quota; and,
during the excitement that followed, it would have been ex-
ceedingly hard for a stranger to distinguish between the peace-
loving Quaker and the carnal-minded man of war, except by
the brim of his hat. It was deemed best for some townsman to
open a recruiting-office. Mr. George Foster, one of the leading
citizens, taking Dr. C. W. Hodgdon with him, called upon Dr.
A. B. Story, a prominent man, asking him to assume the respon-
sibility of raising a company and taking command of it. The
doctor said that it would be utterly impossible for him to do so,
but would do all in his power to forward the good work, and
requested Dr. Hodgdon to take the place. After consultation
with influential men of the town, he concluded to do so; and,
assisted by their efforts, the quota was soon filled with a class
of intelligent, able-bodied men. No opportunity was offered
for company drill, as the time was limited and the men scat-
tered. A few men were recruited in the east part of the town
by Mr. Stark Fellows. The majority of the men from Weare
were desirous of joining the Eleventh Regiment under Col.
Harriman if possible; but the regiment was filled before
arrangements could be made. They were consequently as-
signed to the Fourteenth. Combinations were made with
squads from other towns. A second squad was from Seabrook,
recruited by J. N. Brown; some from Deering, by E. D. Had-
ley; others from Hampton, by Warren Dow ; a few from Man-
chester, by J. N. Bruce; several from Kensington; and a few
from various parts of the State, secured by C. W. Hodgdon, to
fill the company to the maximum (93).

The company did not rendezvous at any place outside of the
camp at Concord : consequently but little was learned of soldier-
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ing previous to that time. The quota from Deering joined
those from Weare at the depot, North Weare, on the morn-
ing of September 15, 1862, where a goodly number of relatives
and friends had gathered to bid them ¢ God-speed.” Patriotic
remarks were made by William H. Gove and others. Hands
were shaken, good-bys were spoken, and the train sped on its
way, —
¢ As if it bore all peace within,
Nor left one sorrowing heart behind.”’

To many of the boys at that time, soldiering meant fun and a
good time generally; but to those mothers, wives, and sisters
who remained behind, it meant tearful watching, lonely hours,
and sleepless nights. At East Weare we were joined by Stark
Fellows and his men. _

I am not familiar with the circumstances attending the
recruiting in Seabrook, and give the facts as I gather them
from the men. When the call was made, meetings were called,
and good bounties offered. J. N. Brown opened a recruiting-
office. The first man enlisting under this call was Francis
Beckman, August 11, 1862.

Recruiting progressed quite rapidly. Street-parades and
other methods were adopted to arouse the patriotism and fill
the quota; but all discipline was at a discount, and but little
effort was made to enforce it. It seemed to be the universal
intent to have a good time while they could. I was present
once when they met for parade. 'What uniforms they had were
of the Zouave pattern. Some of the men were armed with
muskets, although as soldiers they had not learned their use;
but, as marksmen, many of them could hardly be excelled.

When about ready to march, a coach arrived from Hampton
with several men in charge of J. H. Perkins (afterwards ser-
geant), bearing a large placard, “ Raw recruits for Seabrook.”
Owing to some misapprehension about the meaning of the card,
a disturbance arose, the card was torn down, and the “raw
recruits ”’ did not join in the march. After a good deal of talk,
in which every man had just as much right to speak as any other
man, the men were formed in line, headed by the Newton Band
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of about fourteen pieces, and the procession moved. It was a
hot day, and the march was for about six miles over a dusty
road; and such a march I have never witnessed, before or
since. A little out of the village they passed the house of one
of their jolly acquaintances, when several of the men threw
their muskets over the fence, and went in: that ended their
campaign for the day. And long afterward, while campaign-
ing on the Potomac, I asked John Locke (then a non-commis-
sioned officer) if he ever found the musket which he threw over
the fence. He said he never thought to look for it,— would do
s0 “ when this cruel war is over.”

The strains of martial music, mingled with the noise of the
passing soldiery, aroused the enthusiasm of both man and beast.
Two dogs, entering into the spirit of the occasion, commenced a
fierce assault upon each other just around the corner, when the
men broke ranks, and made a rush for the scene of combat,
formed a “ hollow square” around the combatants, determined
to see fair play, according to the rules of the ¢prize-ring.”
The officer in command shouted himself hoarse, telling the
men to keep their places, and not leave the ranks; but, finding
it of no avail, himself joined the crowd, and offered to bet two
to one on the “brindle purp.” The weary march finally came
to an end, some of the men hardly able to reach the starting-
point, owing to the excessive heat. Had the weather been
cooler, some other cause might have been ascribed.

On the 15th of September most of the men took passage in
coaches for Exeter, thence by rail to camp in Concord. At
Manchester the two wings of the company met for the first
time. The quotas from Seabrook, Hampton, and Kensington
were in charge of Mr. J. N. Brown. Though strangers to each
other, they soon became the best of friends. Arriving at Con-
cord the company formed and marched to Camp Cheshire, on
the old fair-ground, where other regiments were already quar-
tered, and far advanced in the mysteries of soldiering. The
company was assigned to barracks.

In camp we were joined by Mr. J. N. Bruce of Manchester,
with four men. The company was made up of all sizes, from


http://www.pdbooks.net/

14 FOURTEENTH NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Ira E. Brown on the right, six feet three inches, to P. C. White
on the left, who was one-half inch below regulation height; but
he proved to be tough: and when occasionally the two happened
to be detailed together for guard, or other duty, they looked
like « David and Goliah gwine out for to fight.” Nearly all
occupations were represented in the company; the majority
having led indoor lives, which were not supposed to have fitted
them for the hard, rough exercise of a soldier on active duty.
The very exercise and hardship which we feared would prove
so destructive seemed to be just what was required to develop
their health and muscle, and, instead of breaking them down,
made them numerically the strongest company for duty; fewer
of its men dying from natural causes than in any other com-
pany of the regiment. The usual trouble was experienced on
first going into camp; viz., that of trying to enforce discipline
among men accustomed to have their own head : but by dealing
with them kindly, yet firmly, they gradually became accustomed
to it, and soon learned how easy it is to combine the soldier
with the man.

The first night in camp was one long to be remembered.
All through the day some of the men had been holding little
conference meetings (so to speak), and, as Artemus Ward
said, “moistening their diaphragms from time to time.” Af$
last, when wearied of all other kinds of pastime, they gradually
straggled into their barracks, looking like any thing but ¢ our
country’s gallant defenders.” When all were quietly and
sweetly sleeping, one man, more thoughtful than the rest, pro-
cured a camp-kettle filled with water, and, armed with a tin
dipper, came in, and shouted, *“ Water, water, anybody want
water?”” All had retired weary, many of them very dusty
(in the throat). Nearly everybody was dry. «“O Sam! give
me a drink,” came from every quarter; and one man said he
“ hadn’t been so dry for thirteen years come Thursday.” The
same kind-hearted individual visited us about once an hour
until morning. There were more parched tongues and throats
to the square foot that night in the barracks of Company D
than could ordinarily be found in a sabbath-day’s journey.
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One little incident occurred which served to show what strict
watch it was necessary to keep on that class of cormorants
who were living and growing fat while their country was
struggling for existence. I mean those men who were supply-
ing recruits, and, after receiving their bounties, induced them
to desert, and put them in again elsewhere. One of this class,
who had supplied three men for Company D, approached the
captain one day just at dark, and said, ¢ Cap, if you will give K.
a pass to the city to-night, and let him take his citizen’s clothes
with him, I will give you twenty-five dollars.” The captain
thought for a few moments, promised the required pass, and
was paid twenty-five dollars. Thinking, as did Hosea Bigelow,
«“’Taint a knowin’ kind of cattle that is catched with mouldy
corn,” he immediately called Sergt. P., and said, ¢ Sergeant,
I want you to go to the city to-night: K. is going over; keep a
close watch on him, and, if you see any thing that excites your
suspicion, take him by the collar, and persuade him to return
with you to camp.” About half-past ten K. came trudging into
camp, bundle in hand, with Sergt. P. about ten feet behind.

After the novelty of the first few days had passed away, the
men adjusted themselves to the discipline of a soldier’s life, and
made very creditable progress in drill, particularly in the
manual of arms, under the instruction of Warren Clarke, Esq.,
an efficient drill-master. The men grumbled a little when they
were furnished with hatchets, grub-hoes, picks, ete., and sent
out to clear the ground adjoining their barracks of bushes and
stubs.

The examination of the men by the regimental surgeons was
not as strict as it might have been, but most of the men were
strong and able-bodied. One man, who was mustered in at
forty-four, two years after was mustered out at sixty-two: so
fast do men grow old when in active service !

Although the designation of company officers was under-
stood to have been fixed during the recruiting of the men, soon
after arriving in camp opposition to the proposed arrangement
showed itself in certain quarters. Thinking it best to have the
matter settled before further trouble grew out of it, C. W.
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Hodgdon formed the company in a square, and addressed them
on the subject: Messrs. Fellows and Brown did the same. A
vote was then taken, and C. W. Hodgdon was elected captain.
One of the members of the Governor’s Council, who was pres-
ent, decided, from the strong feeling shown by the men, that
it would not be best to disregard that feeling, and commis-
sion any one else as captain.” C. W. Hodgdon was commis-
sioned captain, Stark Fellows first lieutenant, and John N.
Brown second lieutenant. The captain requested the lieuten-
ants to select such men from their own squads as they deemed
" best fitted for non-commissioned officers, each receiving its pro-
portion. The captain selected E. D. Hadley for orderly-ser-
geant, which was a wise appointment, as he proved to be one of
the best orderly-sergeants in the regiment; being able, as soon
as he became familiar with the company’s names, to call the roll,
make out all details for guard and other duties, entirely from
memory, without reference to his written list,— quite a conven-
ience, especially when the roll had to be called before daylight.

Most of the men selected for non-commissioned officers were
well fitted for their positions, and did much to assist in keeping
up the discipline and efficiency of the company. When the
company was marched over to the city to draw their clothing
from the government storehouse, then the trouble commenced.
Some who had been accustomed, as was Joshua Whitcomb, to
go down to the store and have their clothes cut for them, found
it hard to be suited; and, after doing the best we could in mak-
ing selections, some of the fits were like Sairy Gamp, *“kind o’
promiscuous like.”

The company was mustered into the United-States service
September 24, Company D being the fourth in rank. When
the regiment left the State on the 18th of October, for the seat
of war, many friends of the company from Weare came to
Concord to bid them, for aught they knew, a last farewell, and
watched with tearful eyes the vanishing train, offering up a
silent prayer for their safe return.
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COMPANY I

This company was gathered from a widely extended area,
comprising twenty-eight towns, mostly in Sullivan County;
although quite a number of the recruits were from the eastern
and middle sections of the State. The following towns fur-
nished the members of Company I: Cornish, eighteen; New-
port, sixteen; Grantham, eleven; Claremont, ten; Washington,
seven; Seabrook, six; Newbury, five; Bradford, Charlestown,
Plainfield, each four; Croydon, Unity, each three; Acworth,
New Market, each two; and Chichester, Dalton, Effingham,
Goshen, Hanover, Holderness, Lancaster, Lempster, Langdon,
Portsmouth, Piermont, Stewartstown, and Somersworth, one
each. Six members of the company were not located. The
following are the principal recruiting-officers, and the number
of men they enlisted: Sylvanus Clogston, at Claremont and
Washington, twenty-nine; D. F. Pike, at Newport, seventeen;
Sylvester M. Bugbee, at Cornish Flat, nine; W. H. H. Cowles,
at Grantham, seven; T. A. Ripley, at Portsmouth, sevenj;
Dudley J. Pillsbury, at Grantham, five; Chester Pike, West
Lebanon, five; Ransom Huntoon, Unity, four; William H.
Chaffin, Claremont, three; Mason W. Tappan, of Bradford,
three; Alexander Gardiner, at Claremont, two. The first men
who enlisted in the company were N. L. Chandler, Simeon S.
Dodge, and R. Huntoon, August 12, and F. S. Stowell, August
18. The balance of those who formed the original organization
were mostly enlisted between August 20 and September 1.

During this time the several towns were active in their efforts
to encourage enlistments. About the middle of August the
citizens of Grantham met in the town-hall: and, after several
stirring and patriotic addresses, an appeal was made for enlist-
ments; and a dozen men responded. This town paid two hun-
dred dollars bounty to each of its men who enlisted for the
Fourteenth. The towns of Lempster, Washington, and Charles-
town voted to pay a bounty of one hundred dollars to each
volunteer. The little town of Unity was reported to be some-
what imbued with a non-aggressive spirit in regard to the strug-
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gle, but it had enough loyal hearts in it to enable a small sum
to be voted to recruits.

A town-meeting was held in Newport on the evening of July
26, to take counsel in reference to the speedy enlistment of vol-
unteers. The hall was crowded. National airs were played by
the Newport cornet-band, and a general feeling of enthusiasm
prevailed. Paul C. Wheeler offered to give ten dollars each to
the first twenty-five Newport men who should enlist, in addition
to the town bounty. Several similar meetings were held during
August and the early part of September. On the 9th of Sep-
tember, Hon. W. P. Wheeler of Keene addressed a large and
enthusiastic audience in the Newport town-hall ; and, at the close
of the meeting, Rev. P. S. Adams and several others enlisted.
Cornish also paid liberal bounties to its volunteers, and mate-
rially aided their families.

The citizens of Cornish Flat gave a supper and reception to
Company I at the hotel, which was a very pleasant and enjoya-
ble affair, gratefully remembered by all who were present. The
people of Claremont were among the first to respond to the call
of President Lincoln for seventy-five thousand men, enlisting a
full company. They also furnished large detachments for the
Second and Third Regiments, nearly a full company for the
fighting Fifth, and were largely represented in the Sixth and
Seventh. Yet, when the President called for three hundred
thousand more in the summer of 1862, the citizens of Clare-
mont, alive to the necessities of the hour, heartily responded
to the new demands of the government. At its annual meeting
in March, the town had voted to apply five thousand dollars to
the families of volunteers. Early in July, E. W. Wooddil was
appointed to recruit for regiments then forming ; and, soon after,
Orville Smith of Lempster, and Sylvanus Clogston of Washing-
ton, opened recruiting-offices in the town.

During the month of July a series of public meetings were
held in the commodious town-hall, which increased in attend-
ance and enthusiasm. A county war-meeting was held in
Claremont on the afternoon of August 2. The hall was draped
with flags, and tastefully decorated with evergreen and flowers ;
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and the Newport cornet-band furnished appropriate and excel-
lent music. Henry Hubbard of Charlestown was called to pre-
side: and addresses were made by Gov. A.S. Berry; Congress-
man J. W. Patterson; C. W. Nesmith, United-States senator
from Oregon; Hon. A. H. Cragin; and P. Sanborn, State
treasurer. DBrief remarks were also made by H. B. Titus, major
of the Ninth; Capt. T. A. Barker of the Second, afterward
lieutenant-colonel of the Fourteenth; and a few others.

Capt. Barker told of his experience in the war, and some of
the conclusions which he had reached in consequence. One was,
«that he should never again detail men from Company A to
guard Rebel property,—no, never! That style of standing
guard over the property of enemies was played out.” He doubt-
less had in mind the facility with which the ¢ guard ” appropri-
ated the goods which caused their owners anxiety, and effect-
ually relieved them of any further solicitude in that direction.

August T the town of Claremont held a meeting, at which
it was voted to pay a bounty of fifty dollars to each citizen vol-
unteer. August 21 William H. Chaffin, a graduate of the
Norwich Military University, opened a recruiting-office in that
place. Meetings were held by the citizens of Claremont on the
evenings of August 18 and 19, at which it was voted that the
town-pay a bounty of a hundred dollars to each man enlisting
after that date. Public meetings were held during the latter
part of the month, at four o’clock in the afternoon; at which
hour the places of business were closed, and the citizens repaired
en masse to the park, the place of meeting. Young and old
formed themselves into companies, elected officers, and, as home-
guards, drilled with the recruits. At a legal town-meeting, held
September 17, it was voted to pay all who had enlisted since
August 11 the sum of a hundred dollars each.

The men recruited by Messrs. Clogston and Bugbee rendez-
voused at Claremont for about ten days previous to their de-
parture for the general camp in Concord. As an instance of
promptitude in obeying orders may be mentioned the case of
Freeman S. Stowell, who enlisted for the Eleventh Regiment,
but, receiving orders at eleven A.M. to report at Claremont for
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the Fourteenth, started on foot, and walked to Claremont that
afternoon, a distance of twenty-four miles from the place of his
enlistment. The squads recruited by Ransom Huntoon, W. H.
H. Cowles, D. F. Pike, and D. C. Pillsbury, made a rendezvous
of Newport for three weeks, where the men were well drilled
by Capt. J. H. Cross. The drilling at Claremont was done by
S. Clogston.

In the beginning Company I had several members who were
peculiarly interested in the company, and in its military excel-
lence. This interest was noticeable throughout its history, and
has not abated, on the part of some certainly, since the muster-
out. That interest was evidenced at the veteran re-union held
in Newport.

Company I was so well drilled at the rendezvous, that, when
it first appeared on the parade in Concord, it at once attracted
attention as being one of the best-disciplined companies in the
battalion; and,in all subsequent battalion movements, Company
I and its captain were always reliable as examples; and that
company was involved in fewer blunders, and more seldom
required disentanglement, than most others.

The non-commissioned officers of I were very competent and
reliable men; and in this respect the company ranked well up
with D, G, and other companies which were pre-eminent in their
complement of subaltern officers. Concerning the election of
company officers, there is room for the supposition that the
ceremony of choosing the same was not perfectly satisfactory ;
and by some members of the company it was considered that no
election at all was held for captain and second lieutenant, while
the choice of first lieutenant was “a farce.” At any rate, the
company, like good soldiers, quietly acquiesced in the organiza-
tion as finally perfected. The election referred to occurred
after the arrival of the squads in Concord.

The squads which rendezvoused at Claremont, and the re-
cruits of R. Huntoon from the Newport rendezvous, together
with W. H. Chaffin and Alexander Gardiner, arrived at Concord
on the 18th of September, and went into camp near the Thir-
teenth Regiment. During the week before being mustered, while
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under the command of Capt. Clogston, the men were called
out in the wee small hours to draw up the hardhacks and sweet
ferns which generous nature had so liberally furnished as a
shade for the lively flea, who inhabited the broad and sandy
plain. These recruits were examined by the surgeon September
22, and mustered into the United-States service on the 24th.
The remainder of the men from the Newport headquarters re-
ported September 22, being about the last squad on the ground.
They were mustered into service on the 26th, and the company
granted a furlough of five days.

The arrival of the Newport boys in camp brought a supply
of apples. It happened in this way. Just as they came upon
the camp-ground, an old farmer was in camp peddling out
some three or four bags of apples. A slight difficulty arose in
regard to a transaction, and the farmer was inclined to be a lit-
* tle mean about it. This the boys would not put up with, and
began to hector and tease him. He soon got angry, and began
swearing at them. Between them one of the bags got open, and
the boys helped themselves as the apples rolled to the ground.
At this point the farmer came to the conclusion that it was best
to look for another market, and whipped up his horse to leave
camp, meantime swearing roundly at the company. The result
was, that the other bags of apples got open ; and the fast driving
over the rough ground made it lively for the boys to pick up
the fruit left behind in the retreat. As he drove off the ground,
not a few of the apples could be seen flying through the air
toward him and his poor beast.

W. H. Chaffin, afterward captain of the company, drilled it
in Camp Cheshire, and was really in command of the company
until the commissions were issued, January 1, 1863, when he
was mustered as captain. A singular exception appears to have
been made in the time of commissioning the officers of this com-
pany. Some of the members of Company I originally enlisted
for the Twelfth and Thirteenth Regiments. The ages of the
men were, youngest, sixteen, oldest, sixty-five, with the average
below thirty. Most of the members of this company were men,
with families, and well off pecuniarily. They were representa-
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tive of the best citizenship of the section which sent them forth,
and they enlisted in a glow of patriotic devotion which never
grew cold until the great work was done. The material fur-
nished by Company I to the Fourteenth possessed the elements
of bravery and endurance to an eminent degree.

COMPANY C.

Company C may be emphatically called a Cheshire-county
company, nearly all parts of the county being represented in its
ranks; althongh the greater number came from Keene and
Swanzey, in the central part. The occupations of the men were
more varied in number than the towns from which they were
drawn. They were mostly young married men, leaving families
behind them ; and at least two members of the company, Messrs.
Combs and Mattoon, had their sons with them, all of whom
served to the end of the war, and were mustered out. They
were a tough, hardy set of men, well qualified to endure hard-
ship and fatigue, and calculated to render good service where-
ever and whenever called upon. While they were jolly good
fellows, always ready for a frolic, or any enterprise that prom-
ised a little sport, they were always prompt to obey the call of
duty, and never failed to respond to any demand for service,
however arduous or dangerous it might be, — danger, indeed,
seeming to add a spice and relish to whatever they undertook.

Enlistments began early in August, at Keene, under Capt.
Combs, who recruited a large number. The towns represented,
and the number of men from each, were as follows: Keene,
twenty-eight ; Swanzey, twenty-two; Marlborough, ten; Fitz-
william, ten ; Troy, six; Gilsum, three; Roxbury, Richmond,
Westmoreland, Winchester, two each ; Hopkinton and Walpole,
one each. Unlike some others in the regiment, this company
was enlisted wholly for the Fourteenth; and there was none of
the doubt and indecision in regard to its destination which
excited the anxieties of some in other companies. The company
rendezvoused in Keene, though not in camp there, and was well
drilled under Ira Berry, jun., who was a competent drill-master ;
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and under his training the men presented a creditable appear-
ance. '

Company C was exceedingly fortunate in its drill-masters.
Capt. Combs, who also drilled the men, was an efficient officer,
and a man of some military experience, having been an officer in
a former New Hampshire regiment. When the Fourteenth en-
tered the service, he probably understood tactics as well as any
officer who went out at that time.

The company remained in Keene until it went into camp at
Concord, September 17. The next day the following officers
were elected: Captain, Amos D. Combs; and first lieutenant,
Ira Berry, jun.; September 19 the second lieutenant was elected ;
Carroll D. Wright, afterwards colonel of the Fourteenth, being
chosen for this office. The officers of this company were of
exceptional ability, making good records for themselves, and
reflecting credit on the State that sent them forth to battle for
the Union. This company was one of the first companies on
the grounds at Concord, and, immediately after its arrival,
entered upon a course of training in camp which went far
towards fitting the men for the active and varied labors in which
they were soon to engage. They were mustered into the United-
States service September 22.

This company was the life of the regiment. Its men were
always ready for a frolic, their overflowing spirits not only
keeping their own hearts light and cheerful, but bringing smiles
to the serious countenances of some of their more sedate com-
rades, and driving away many a fit of the blues. Whatever
promising scheme was on foot, Company C managed to obtain
its full share, and was reckless of danger in its pursuit of what-
ever was uppermost at the time. The men had many amusing
experiences and some narrow escapes, the recollections of which
are dear to the hearts of the veterans; but, with all their love
of adventure, they were good soldiers, and did faithful service.
They were equal to any for endurance of hardship and fatigue,
and the company contained some of the best fighting material
in the regiment.

The company took the palm for odd and famous characters.
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If there were any tricks of foraging which some of its members
did not understand, it is certain that such tricks were never
resorted to in the army. The men early showed an ability and a
disposition to take care of themselves. If any innocent (?) lark
was on the tapis, there were members of this company who never
brought up the rear of the procession. A feeling of comrade-
ship was noticeable in Company C, and no men in the regiment
were readier to assist a needy comrade than the members of
this company. There were several nicknames in the company,
which became so familiar throughout the regiment that it can
never be thought of without recalling them to mind; «Old
Actually ” being one of the characters referred to. It is suffi-
cient to say that Company C was always “liable for duty.”

COMPANY F.

The three-years’ enlistments in the town of Winchester
formed the nucleus of Company F. The volunteers from that
town under previous calls had been scattered through nearly all
the regiments which the State had sent to the front, and that
community had no representative organization in the Union
armies. The quota of Winchester was so large in 1862, that a
successful endeavor was made to organize a company ; and this
movement gave an added impulse to recruiting. Public meet-
ings were held; the town voted a generous bounty; and a de-
gree of enthusiasm was awakened which brought a large number
of hesitating ones to a final decision, and secured the best possi-
ble material for service in the field.

The enormous drain necessary to fill the call for six hundred
thousand men was felt in Winchester and adjoining towns, and
commensurate efforts were put forth to fill the quota. It is
simple justice to state, that the towns furnishing the men for
Company F contained no better fighting material than they
contributed in these enlistments, — the men who were enrolled
in August, 1862. A few poor sticks crept in, tempted by the
bounty ; but most of the volunteers honored the community in
which they were born, and which sent them forth in that most
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invulnerable armor of the soldier, — a self-respecting, loyal man-
hood. They went, too, sustained by the sincere sympathy and
undivided patriotic sentiment of their constituencies.

This company had a curious geographical constitution. The
reasons therefor must be sought in the official exigencies of
those ambitious aspirants who found it necessary to effect such
combinations of squads as would prove effectual in securing the
coveted commissions. Extremes met in Company F,— the ex-
treme ends of *the State; the Massachusetts and Canada lines
uniting in the sixth company of the Fourteenth. In Cheshire
County the towns of Winchester, Chesterfield, and Richmond
furnished respectively thirty-five, fifteen, and six, men, with four
from Swanzey, and the same number from Keene. In Coos
County the following towns furnished the complement of the
company : Milan, five ; Northumberland, three; Stark, one; Lan-
caster, one; with one each from several other towns. In Win-
chester the principal enlisting-officer was Dr. George W. Pierce,
afterward surgeon of the First N. H. Cavalry, and who took
so much interest in the company, that there was a strong desire
for his acceptance of the captaincy ; but circumstances prevented.
Dr. Pierce enlisted thirty-five men from Winchester and the
members of the company from Swanzey, while the Keene re-
cruits were enlisted in that town and turned over. The Coos
members were recruited by Capt. Browne.

The first recruiting in Winchester was on August 13, it hav-
ing been announced previously that a‘company was to be raised
in Winchester and vieinity. An effort was made to induce one
of the old militia officers to raise and lead a company ; but, while
the project fell through, there was a good deal of old-fashioned
bass-drumming, parading in single-file formation, and training
on every open lot about the village. A kind of martial enthusi-
asm was thereby sustained, which served as a diversion from
the grimmer realities of soldiering. On the afternoon of August
18 a spirited town-meeting was held; and, in addition to the
large town-bounty then voted, the earnest, patriotic speeches of
several citizens — among them being those of Hon. Ira W.
Russell, Rev. Mr. Perkins, and T. A. Ripley —gave a sudden
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and powerful impulse to enlistments. The scene in the old
town-hall, when man after man jumped upon the benches and
signified his readiness to be one of the town’s quota, was
one of the most thrilling ever witnessed in that community.
Scarcely a recruit in the town enlisted under the nine-months’
call, nearly all volunteering under the recent call for three hun-
dred thousand three-years’ men.

At that time it was the prevailing opinion that a three-years’
man would be home again within nine months; but it was the
general feeling, that to wind up the Rebellion was the duty of
all who went into the army, even if three years were required
for the consummation. Winchester and Richmond first united
their quotas for the formation of the company, and the next
move was an endeavor to bring Hinsdale into the arrangement.
In furtherance of the negotiations, the Winchester and Hinsdale
contingents met at Ashuelot Saturday, August 23, and frater-
nized in a season of marked conviviality ; speeches being made by
Messrs. W. A. Fosgate and T. A. Ripley. On Thursday, August
28, the delegations met, and agreed on a basis of organization.
Hinsdale was to have the captain, first, second, fourth, and fifth
sergeants, and four corporals. Winchester took the two lieu-
tenants, one sergeant, and four corporals.

On some inexplicable and baseless pretext the election at
Winchester was called for Sunday, August 31, with the follow-
ing result: T. A. Ripley, first lieutenant ; Stephen Phelps, second
lieutenant ; Henry F. Pratt, third sergeant; L. Warren Wright,
George Norwood, J. F. Hunt, and A. B. Colburn, corporals.
The terms of agreement between the squads and the result of
the election at Winchester were not really satisfactory to any
of the parties in interest; Richmond particularly demurring to
the small recognition which her quota had received in the dis-
tribution of the offices. Monday, September 1, it was announced
that Hinsdale had receded from the union. Saturday, Septem-
ber 6, fifteen of the Chesterfield recruits joined the Winchester
boys, raising the number secured to seventy. A company being
thus assured, orders were received to fill the proposed organiza-
tion to the maximum. The Richmond and Chesterfield recruits
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were representative of the best fighting element in the two
towns. September 11 Surgeon W. H. Thayer examined fifty-
three men in the town-hall, four of whom were rejected.

The nascent military experience of the company in Winchester
was agreeable, the leading spirits managing to flavor those
civilian-soldier days with all needed episodic spice. - The situa-
tion was a novel one to both the enlisted men and the people of
the town. The former were not inclined to anticipate future
dangers by present forebodings. With many of them the ordi-
nary duties of home-life were continued until regular drilling
was begun. About August 20 the men rendezvoused at Win-
chester for drill, a small hall over the post-office being utilized
as headquarters; while the town-hall was a general resort for
drill, athletic exercises, amusements, etc., which occupied the
leisure and the busy hours. So far as the company was drilled
at all, it was well drilled by W. A. Fosgate and T. A. Ripley;
the former having had some military training, which gave him
an advantage over the others. The company was occasionally
exercised in what were then considered long marches, and in
sharp dashes at double-quick.

The amenities of initiatory soldiering were enjoyed by Com-
pany F. The ladies of Winchester were assiduous and appre-
ciative in their attentions, and in various ways manifested their
tender interest in those whom they were prayerfully sending
forth to battle and death. On Saturday, August 16, the ladies
gave an elegant reception and dinner in Beacon-Light Hall.
Prominent citizens of the town were present, the soldiers occu-
pying the post of honor. The occasion was a memorable one in
the history of the company. Appropriate music was rendered ;
and speeches were made by Messrs. W. A. Fosgate, Marshall
Kingman, A. L. Jewell, and S. W. Buffum. The most impres-
sive feature of that day’s programme was the gift of a copy of
the New Testament to each of the volunteers. The presenta-
tion was made by Miss Emily Wheaton, who, for culture of
mind, fineness of spirit, and beauty of character, was one of the
noblest women Winchester ever produced. Well did she repre-
sent, in that short speech, full of tenderness, patriotism, and
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piety, the royal power of American womanhood in the desperate
struggle for national unity. Her requiem hymn on the death
of President Lincoln was among the excellent ones which that
sad occasion inspired.

Those who hoped for commissions extended unfailing * cour-
tesies” at the headquarters heretofore mentioned, and the
extent of their liberality was the measure of their genius as
prospective officers in the minds of a portion of the men. By
invitation, Wednesday, August 27, the Winchester boys
marched to Richmond : but, with a prudence hardly practicable
in the Valley, they ordered omnibuses to follow; and the foot-
sore heroes rode home. In the beautiful grove back of the
schoolhouse at the Four Corners, tables were spread and
bountifully loaded, —not with soldier’s fare,—and the sylvan
repast was heartily enjoyed. Speeches were made by Dr. S. P.
French, of the citizens, and by Mr. A. B. Colburn for the com-
pany. While the men rendezvoused in Winchester, meals —
hardly rations — were taken at the house of Ira Gustine, on
Parker Street. The fine tables there spread are not yet for-
gotten.

About the middle of September the men grew restless and
impatient for something more real and important than the mock
soldiering indulged in for a month. They were soon gratified.
The first supposition was, that the company might become a
portion of the Ninth Regiment; but days changed to weeks, and
still no demand for the Cheshire-county men. Definite infor-
mation coming, that the company would go into either the
Thirteenth or Fourteenth, orders were received to repair to
Concord ; and, on the morning of September 17, L. F. Buffum
took the company, in omnibuses, to Fitzwilliam, where it
embarked on the train for the State capital. Concord was
reached at 3.0 .M. ; the line of march was to the State House,
thence to the quartermaster’s department, where a blanket,
plate, cup, and spoon were issued to each man; and the march
was resumed to the new barracks in camp. In order to secure
the maximum number of men, an arrangement was made with
a squad of recruits from Coos County, previously referred to,



EXTREMES MEET. 29

and originally intended for Company E, but held by the re-
cruiting-officer for the most advantageous offer. The terms of
the transfer to Company F were not approved by the best men
of the squad.

September 21 the company was examined by the regimental
surgeon. The next day the election of officers was held, a
captain and first lieutenant being chosen. The second lieuten-
ant was never chosen by the company, although the one finally
commissioned stood second in the ballot for captain. The com-
pany was mustered into the United-States service September 23.
October 3 the appointments of non-commissioned officers were
announced by the captain.

In more senses than already enumerated, extremes met in
this company. The tallest man, H. H. Tlowe, stood six feet
two; while the shortest, F. F. Britton, was less than five feet.
The oldest member, Jesse Wilson, was sixty-three, and the
youngest, W. A. Morey, but sixteen. Considering the com-
pany at its average and in its subsequent service, endurance,
fighting, and deaths on the battle-field, it was the equal of any
in the regiment in most respects, and would have been in all,
had it stood on equal vantage ground with the crack companies
of the battalion.

COMPANY H.

In the early part of August, 1862, William E. Bunten of
Dunbarton, a graduate of Dartmouth College, opened a recruit-
ing-office at Concord, with the intention of organizing a com-
pany for one of the regiments then forming under the call for
three hundred thousand men. He held a series of war-meetings
in Bow, Hopkinton, Canterbury, Meriden, Goshen, and other
places, a part of the time accompanied by Albert H. Sawyer of
Weare, who was also endeavoring to form a company. Some
time prior to this, Walter H. Sargent of Webster, who had
been captain of the Boscawen Rifle Rangers, commenced to
recruit for the Ninth Regiment; but, in consequence of some
misunderstanding with the town authorities, he cancelled these
enlistments, and on the 8th of August commenced to recruit
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again, enlisting on that day the first member of Company H.
Joseph C. Munsey of Chichester, and J. Clark of Plymouth,
were also recruiting about the same time.

When the news arrived of the disaster on the Peninsula,
George F. Blanchard of Hopkinton, and Marcus M. Holmes of
Dunbarton, then attending school at New London, decided to
enlist, and for that purpose started for Concord on foot. They
walked to Hopkinton, a distance of nearly twenty miles. Here
Blanchard, yielding to the entreaties of relatives, concluded to
delay his enlistment; but Holmes went on to Concord the next
day. He called on Adjutant-Gen. Colby, who advised him to re-
turn to New London and remain until graduation, which would
take place in two or three weeks,at the same time appointing him
recruiting-officer. Blanchard afterwards enlisted, and became
a member of the company, returning from the war as captain
of Company A.

The quota of New Hampshire was nearly full when the first
enlistment was made ; and when the last of the three-years’ men,
about the 1st of September, were ordered into camp to form
the Fourteenth Regiment, it was found that no one of the
above-mentioned recruiting-officers had enlisted enough to form
a company. '

So, mainly through the efforts of Bunten, a combination was
effected, including also a detachment of Pembroke men, under
Snell, leaving the question of officers to be decided afterwards.
Under this arrangement the company was the third to go into
camp, but, in consequence of the delay in selecting officers, was
the eighth to be mustered. The number enlisted by each was
as follows: —

William E. Bunten, seventeen ; Albert H. Sawyer, fourteen ;
Walter H. Sargent, twelve; Marcus M. Holmes, ten; Joseph C.
Munsey, twelve; dJ. Clark, fourteen; C. B. Haines, one; B. E.
Badger, one; B. T. Pierce, two (deserted same day). Total,
eighty-three.

Bunten, Sawyer, Sargent, and Snell were all candidates
for the captaincy; but as there could be but one captain, and
three officers in all, no agreement could be made: till finally,



ELECTING OFFICERS. 31

at the suggestion and in the presence of Lieut.-Col. Barker, an
election was held about the 22d of September, resulting in Bun-
ten for captain, Sawyer for first lientenant, and Sargent second
lieutenant. Dissatisfied at this, Snell withdrew, and joined
Company K.

Twenty towns were represented in the company, the number
from each being as follows :—

Chichester, fourteen; Dunbarton, eight; Concord, seven;
Bow, five; Warren, three; Pembroke, two; Walpole, two;
Francestown, one; Weare, one; Canterbury, one; Webster,
thirteen ; Hopkinton, eight; Plymouth, five; Campton, four;
Goshen, three ; Sunapee, two; Hooksett, one ; Waterville, one ;
Groton, one ; Unity, one.

They were mostly farmers and farmers’ sons, with a few
mechanics and students. Their ages were as follows: Eighteen
years and under, eighteen ; nineteen and twenty, nine; twenty-
one to thirty, thirty-three; thirty-one to forty, fourteen; forty
and over, nine. Total, eighty-three.

The youngest member of the company was David S. Corser of
Webster, who was born August 6, 1847. Alonzo P. Saltmarsh
of Bow was only a few months older. Both served through
the war, and returned as corporals. The youngest non-com-
missioned officers were Marcus M. Holmes and Arthur F. Good-
rich, each being eighteen. Goodrich died in 1863, and Holmes
returned as first lieutenant. The oldest were Sanborn, Brad-
bury, Frazier, and Moulton, each having attained the age of
forty-four; and all returned. There were twelve pairs of brothers.
Of these only four pairs were permitted to return unbroken.
Moulton afterwards had a son join the company as a recruit.

While in camp at Concord, the company was drilled for a
time by Warren Clark, and performed a good deal of fatigue
and guard duty.

COMPANY K.

The call for troops in 1862 reached the ears of men living in
the beautiful region between thre White Mountains and Lake
Winnipiseogee, and a response was made by an effort to raise a
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company in the town of Sandwich. The first enlistment was
made July 30; and patriotic pride, enthusiasm, and the energy
of the recruiting-officers, O. H. Marston and W. M. Weed, car-
ried the work steadily on until the roll numbered eighty-six
names, including one from Moultonborough. A public meeting
was held, at which the town voted to give a bounty of one hun-
dred dollars to each enlisted man; and a large number of enlist-
ments were obtained. The formation of the company called
out the enthusiasm of the townspeople, and awakened new zeal
for the common cause. Much interest and pride were felt in
raising a band of men which should fittingly represent the com-
munity which sent it Torth.

The company did not muster in any camp previous to its
arrival in Concord, but the men did not waste time in needless
delay; and, in two weeks from the first enlistment, they were
ready for work. After the 14th of August they met two or
three times a week, and were drilled by O. H. Marston and
M. S. Webster ; the latter having the benefit of previous military
experience, as a sergeant in the Sixth Mass. Militia for some
years. The company was drilled faithfully and efficiently until
its departure for Concord.

When the first enlistments were made, it was supposed that
the company would be assigned to the Twelfth ; but, as that regi-
ment filled up sooner than was expected, the Fourteenth became
its destiny. Early in September a meeting was held, which
resulted in the election of the following officers: Calvin Hoyt,
captain; O. H. Marston, first lieutenant; Moulton S. Web-
ster, second lieutenant. This election took place with the
expectation of filling out the company in Concord by single
recruits, and by so doing avoid a necessity of change in officers
but upon arnving in Concord, September 19, it was found im-
practicable. The examining surgeon rejected seventeen men,
which so diminished their numbers as to necessitate a much
larger addition than had been anticipated.

In the mean while, Jason D. Snell, who had been but a short
time discharged from the regular army, had raised twenty-three
men in Pembroke, given them thorough and successful durill,
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and arrived with them in Concord. He now offered to unite
his force with that from Sandwich upon condition that he
should have the first lieutenancy, and one of his men, J. M.
Prentiss, the position of a sergeant. After a few days of con-
sultation, his offer was accepted; and his squad of men united
with those of Sandwich, making in all ninety recruits. The
important question now arose as to which of the previously
elected officers should give place to Mr. Snell. This was a diffi-
cult and delicate matter to adjust with mutual satisfaction, but
it was happily accomplished ; and a petition, addressed to the
Governor and Council, was signed by eighty-one out of the
ninety enrolled in the company, asking that O. H. Marston be
comiissioned captain, Jason D. Snell first lieutenant, and
Moulton S. Webster second lieutenant. This petition was
granted, and commissions issued accordingly. It was the last
company of the Fourteenth which went into camp at Concord.
After drawing clothing, the men were granted a furlough of
three days.

Company K boasted two men that were six feet four inches
in height, — Benjamin Estes of Sandwich, and Herman Blood of
Pembroke. Its shortest member, John Atwood of Sandwich,
was five feet five. Though the ages of its men ranged from
seventeen to forty, it was more uniform in this respect than
many other companies, a large majority in its ranks being under
twenty-five. This uniformity was not confined to age, but
extended to occupation also. It might well have been said of
them, as of those earlier heroes who fought so bravely at Con-
cord in the nation’s first great struggle for freedom, —

¢There the embattled farmers stood.”

With the exception of a few mechanics, Company K was
composed of those who follow the plough. Situated in the very
heart of the Commonwealth, the peaceful farming community
which sent forth these sturdy young men to the aid of their
country was well fitted to produce those capable of bearing the
privation, fatigue, and danger of soldier-life. Such men, born
and bred on the farms of New England, and inured to toil which
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calls forth and develops powers of strength and endurance, were
of great value in the Rebellion, and carried with them to the
front a fixedness of purpose as unchangeable and resistless as
their own granite rocks. The men of Company K, sober,
steady, little given to boisterousness and insubordination, were
not wanting in the more conspicuous traits of unflinching
bravery, and loyal devotion to country.

COMPANY E.

Of all the industries represented in the Fourteenth, the lum-
bering interest was as conspicuous as any, aside from the agri-
cultural. The men from Coos County in this regiment were
largely engaged in the different branches of lumbering through-
out the northern section of New Hampshire, and most of them
constituted Company E. No company in the Fourteenth could
boast of such magnificent physiques as those of Company E.
It contained a larger proportion of tall men than any other
company, and had fewer short men. Many of its members were
of massive proportions, and would have delighted the king of
Prussia. From the above facts it was anticipated, when the
regiment was organized, that the men of Company E would en-
tirely surpass those from other sections in their powers of physi-
cal endurance. The members of Company E were enlisted from
the towns of Lancaster, Dummer, Northumberland, Stark,
Milan, Gorham, Berlin, Stratford, Dalton, and Whitefield. The
recruiting was done as follows: Dyke Sessions enlisted thirty
men at Dummer; William Cobleigh, twenty men at Northum-
berland; Edmund Brown, fifty men at Lancaster; John A.
Harriman, seventeen men at Dalton. Probably the first enlist-
ment in the Fourteenth Regiment was made in Company E, the
first recruit being enrolled about July 4. Two members of the
company enlisted for the Thirteenth Regiment, but concluded
to wait and go with others from that section in the Fourteenth.

The company rendezvous was at Lancaster, where the men
were drilled by Sergt. F. M. Rhodes, previously of the Second
N. H., and who was afterward chosen captain. At Lancaster,
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August 31, the members of the company held an election of
officers, with the result which appears in the roster. Accord-
ing to the information furnished, Company E was the first of
the companies of the Fourteenth to go into camp at Concord,
preceding most of the others by two weeks, arriving there
September 2. The company was mustered into the United-
States service, September 23.

COMPANY G.

Company G was formed by the union of four squads of re-
cruits, enlisted by nine different recruiting-officers, chiefly in
the towns of Jaffrey, Keene, Dublin, and Stoddard. All of the
ninety-four men composing the original company were residents
of Cheshire County. C. Fred. Webster brought forty-éight
men, thirty-six of whom he enlisted at Jaffrey, and twelve who
were enlisted at Dublin by Henry C. Piper. Solon A. Carter
recruited twenty-eight men at Keene; and Rev. Samuel L.
Gerould brought twelve from Stoddard (one of whom was
rejected by the surgeon), ten of whom he recruited, and two
being enlistments of Silas Dinsmore. Three of the remaining
seven were enlisted by Frank T. Barker of Westmoreland,
two by Joel Bullard of Alstead, and one each by Artemas M.
Adams of Walpole, and George R. Dinsmoor of Keene.

Of the ninety-seven officers and men, thirty-six were residents
of Jaffrey, thirty of I{eene, thirteen of Dublin, eleven of Stod-
dard, two of Alstead, and one each from Rindge, Winchester,
Surry, Westmoreland, and Nelson. A number of men enlisted
by C. Fred. Webster were turned over to an officer of the Tenth
Regiment: the remainder of the company was recruited for the
Fourteenth. Twenty-one recruits afterward joined the com-
pany, six of whom were drafted men or substitutes: four of the
six deserted the evening of the day of their arrival in camp, and
the other two in less than four months. No volunteer in the
company ever deserted.

Of the volunteer recruits, eleven were from Keene, two from
Winchester, and one each from Peterborough and Jaffrey.
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Omitting the six substitutes, all of whom were deserters, one
hundred and twelve men may be properly considered as the
actual membership of Company G. Forty-six of this number
were twenty-one years of age or under at their enlistment, and
seventeen were over thirty-five years: the average age of the
company at enlistment was twenty-six years and six months.

The first enlistments of the original company were made
August 9, 1862; and all the company but two were enlisted
between that date and August 81, 1862: one was recruited
September 4, 1862, and one September 23, 1862.

The occupations of the men, previous to enlistment, were
reported in their enlistment papers as follows: farmers, forty-
three; mechanics, sixteen; laborers, nine; butchers, five; clerks,
four; painters, three; two each of merchants, shoemakers, and
coopers; and one each of the following: gas-superintendent,
clergyman, lawyer, student, cigar-maker, dyer, brickmaker, pail-
turner, baker, confectioner, and brakeman.

The squad of recruits enlisted at Jaffrey began their drilling
about the 156th of August at East Jaffrey, and continued during
the month. On the 9th of September they were joined by the
squad from Dublin, and went into camp in tents on the com-
mon at Kast Jaffrey; C. Fred. Webster, F. L. Tolman, after-
wards major, and Col. James L. Bolster, acting as drill-mas-
ters. A drummer and fifer, who had rendered noted service in
the days of the old militia, furnished the music; and the facing
and dressing, marching and countermarching, which were daily
gone through with, are said to have been entertaining to the
spectators, instructive to the recruits, and astonishing to the
children.

On the 11th of September the united squads came to Keene
in teams, having been ordered into camp at that place by the
adjutant-general of the State. DBringing their tents with them,
they immediately went into camp on the “Elliot lot,” near the
Fair Ground, where they remained until their departure for
Concord. The Keene squad marched up to their camp a few
times; and the two squads were drilled there together, by
James H.°Elliot and others. The Keene squad was also drilled
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once or twice in the facings and step in Gymnasium Hall, by
Col. William Dinsmoor. The time was so short between the
enlistment of most of the Keene men and their departure for
Concord, that they can hardly be said to have had any drill.

At one o’clock in the afternoon of September 18, 1862, the
two squads, numbering about eighty-five men, started from Cen-
tral Square in single, double, and four horse teams for Con-
cord, via Hillsborough Bridge. A large concourse of relatives,
friends, and citizens had gathered to witness their departure;
whose kind words and good wishes relieved in a measure the
sadness of what was, to many, their first parting from home and
friends. Hillsborough Bridge was reached at six o’clock P.M.;
the men being quartered at Greenleaf’s Hotel, sleeping in the
hall. The evening was devoted to singing and story-telling,
and the height of all the men was taken. The Stoddard squad
of twelve had arrived a few hours before, and occupied tents
that night, pitched in a field near the hotel.

This squad was recruited chiefly by Rev. Samuel L. Gerould,
who first enlisted himself, and then said ¢“Come.” On the
18th of September they assembled at the village hotel, where
teams were in waiting to carry them to ITillsborough Bridge.
There were also gathered the wives, fathers, mothers, children,
and friends of the enlisted men. It was no common sight, even
in those days, for a clergyman to leave his pulpit and enter the
ranks. After the men were loaded into the teams, Mr. Gerould
made a few remarks, saying they were going forth at the call of
duty, not knowing who would return, and inviting the audience
of two hundred or more to join him in prayer for those who
were going out and for those left behind. There were few dry
eyes in the assembly as the teams moved away.

On the morning of the 19th the company formed in front of
the hotel at eight o’clock, and marched to the depot ; the streets
being lined with citizens of the town, who exhibited their good
wishes by presenting many beautiful bouquets. The train left
the depot amid the cheers of those assembled, arriving at Con-
cord at 10.30 A.m. From the depot the company marched to
the State-House yard, when a short rest was taken, and from
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there to the quartermaster’s storehouse, where there were issued
to each man a woollen blanket, knife, fork, spoon, tin cup, and
plate. The company then marched to the camp-ground, arriv-
ing there about half-past eleven, and were assigned quarters in
barracks No. 9. For the first two days in camp the men were
most of the time on their knees, cutting brush and stubble
about their barracks and company street.

The captain having made a detail of a sergeant and four men
to demolish a board fence near the camp of the Thirteenth
Regiment to procure boards to build a cook-house, they started
with axes to do their work, which was soon completed. As
they were about to gather up their plunder, a guard of the
Thirteenth appeared, arrested the party, and took them to the
tent of Col. Stevens, who had ordered the arrest. ¢« Well, boys,
you've got under arrest pretty early in your military career,
haven't you?” After an explanation had been made, they

were permitted to depart with their lumber, but told not to
come again.

The amount of baggage that most men brought to Concord,
which in their innocence and ignorance they supposed was
somehow to be transported for them during their term of ser-
vice, was something alarming. One man, who had followed
the sea, brought his sailor’s chest, and was often jokingly
asked, what kind of a knapsack he was going to have to carry
it in. He had always carried it at sea, and had an abiding
faith that some way would be provided in the army.

On Monday, the 22d of September, the company were exam-
ined by Surgeon Thayer, one man only being rejected. The
same afternoon all who could not show a good scar were vac-
cinated. Few who underwent the operation have ever had any
difficulty since in convincing those who cared to examine, that
they had been vaccinated ; and if *the larger the scar the less
liable to contract the disease” is a safe medical maxim, there
was some consolation for the poor fellows who carried a sore
arm for months in the thought that they had absolute immunity
from small-pox.

On the 28d the company was mustered into the United-States
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service; and the next day the men drew a part of their uniform,
and were granted a furlough of one week. Five men of each
company remained in camp to look after affairs in the absence
of the regiment. The only incident of the week was the rumor
that the Twelfth Regiment — who would not be comforted
because they could not have Tom Whipple for their colonel —
were coming over to burn our barracks the night before their
departure from the State. Major Duncan, having heard the
rumor in the city, came to camp, and ordered a guard placed
about the barracks and a careful watch kept all night. No
trouble occurred, however; the Twelfth contenting themselves
with building huge bonfires in their own company streets, and
shouting without a moment’s cessation during the entire night,
« Whipple !” ¢ Whipple!” « We want Whipple.”

No election of company officers was held ; it being generally
understood who they were to be, and the arrangement being
satisfactory to the men. The non-commissioned officers were
elected by the company on the 2d of October, though not with
the same feeling or results that were reported to have existed
in another company, where every enlisted man but one was
said to have been promised a sergeant’s warrant. The lone
private, on being asked how it happened that he was not
expecting any office, innocently replied that he «forgot to ask
for any thing when he enlisted.”

Few can have forgotten the afternoon spent at the State
House in the old House of Representatives, when our allotment
of pay was made. Many have often recalled “Uncle” Peter
Sanborn’s impassioned speech on the terrible havoec made by the
“army worm,” and it would have been well for the regiment
if his good advice had been heeded. Haversacks, canteens, and
rubber blankets were issued to the company October 10.

At the date of enlistment the following bounties were paid,
other companies receiving the same except the amount of town
bounty, which varied in the different towns: United-States
bounty, one hundred dollars, — twenty-five dollars was paid at
enlistment, and seventy-five on muster out. State bounty, fifty
dollars. In addition to the above, nearly every town offered a
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bounty. In Keene the town bounty was one hundred and fifty
dollars, to which was added a “citizens’ bounty ” of fifty dol-
lars, making the total bounty at time of enlistment in Keene
two hundred and seventy-five dollars.

COL. ROBERT WILSON.

Robert Wilson, first colonel of the Fourteenth Regiment New
Hampshire Volunteers, son of James Wilson and Elizabeth
(Little) Wilson, was born in Peterborough, N.H., September
24, 1811, and lived at Peterborough till 1815, when (with his
parents) he removed to Keene. The grandfather of Col. Wilson,
Major Robert Wilson, served with distinetion during the Revo-
lutionary war. Col. Wilson was graduated at Amherst College,
August 22,1832. He at once commenced the study of law with
his father, a noted lawyer of that time, and remained in his office
about two years, when, being appointed United-States surveyor,
he went West, and remained some time surveying government
lands. In 1835 he was appointed, by Gov. William Badger,
inspector of the Fifth Regiment, N. H. Militia, but, being at that
time in the West, did not accept the position; soon, however,
returning home, he was appointed by Gov. Badger lieutenant-
colonel Twentieth Regiment, N. H. Militia; and on September
4, 1837, he was appointed by Gov. Hill colonel of the same
regiment. August 3, 1838, he was appointed by Gov. Hill
division inspector of third division, N. H. Militia. The 25th of
August, 1848, he was commissioned captain of the old Keene
Light Infantry, in which company he had always taken great
interest. For several years he was chief engineer of the Keene
Fire-Department. On the 24th of September, 1861, he was mar-
ried to Mrs. Rosabel H. Burt. During the fall of 1862, at the
special request of the governor of the State, he commenced the
formation of the Fourteenth Regiment, New Hampshire Volun-
teers, and on September 19, 1862, was commissioned its colonel.
April 20, 1864, he was appointed to the command of the district
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of Carrollton, La. On the Tth of June, 1864, he was placed in
command of the second brigade, second division, Nineteenth
Army Corps, which position he held till the brigade was ordered
to Algiers, La., for transportation North. He was honorably
discharged from the service on surgeon’s certificate of disability,
September 6, 1864. When Col. Wilson retired from the service,
Gen. Birge wrote a complimentary letter concerning him to the
governor of New Hampshire.

From the time of his discharge till his death, which occurred
in Keene, April, 1870, he was much interested, in spite of his
declining health, in the affairs of his town, being foremost in
the bringing of water into Keene from Goose Pond. In 1869,
the year prior to his death, he represented Keene in the State
legislature. He was a man of massive build, and in his youth
was noted for great strength, stories about which have often
appeared in the New-Hampshire papers.

He left a widow but no children.

LIEUT.-COL. T. A. BARKER.

Tileston A. Barker was born in Westmoreland, N.H., April
18, 1807. Benjamin and Abigail, his father and mother, lived
upon a farm, and raised a family of eleven children; and, not
being blessed with a competence, Col. Barker was compelled
at an early age to push out and do for himself. With a limited
common-school education, he located in his native town, and com-
menced manufacturing boots and shoes. While engaged in this
pursuit he married Semira Albee of Chesterfield, N.H., who bore
him three sons, two of whom are now living, — Col. Fred A.
Barker of Keene, N.H., and Capt. Frank T. Barker of Bradford,
Penn.: the youngest died in infancy. His widow resides at the
old homestead. After following the pursuit of his adopted
trade for many years, he relinquished it to engage in the mer-
cantile trade in the same town, and, while thus occupied, was
appointed mail-agent from Boston to Burlington, and held the
office for eight years, under the administrations of Franklin
Pierce and James Buchanan. He was active and energetic in
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town affairs, and was well and favorably known throughout the
county and State. Of a genial disposition and pleasing address,
he won hosts of friends, but was not without political enemies ;
for in business matters his honesty and integrity were never
questioned. He was for eleven years doorkeeper of the House
of Representatives; for five years represented his town in the
legislature ; was elected State senator in 1872, and re-elected
in 1873. Previous to these dates he served on the staff of Gov.
Hubbard. From his majority upwards he was a great lover of
military affairs, and the old State militia found in him an enthu-
siastic supporter. The fife and drum were his favorite band-
instruments, and ¢ Yankee Doodle” his favorite tune. For
many years he commanded ¢ Westmoreland Light Infantry,”
better known, perhaps, as « Old West Light.”

But the old militia laws were repealed, and New Hampshire
left without a military organization. While in this deplorable
condition the country was called “to arms;” and Col. Barker
colored his gray locks black, and denying his age, which was
fifty-four, offered his services to the State, and, with a company
he had recruited, was commissioned captain, and mustered into
the three-months’ service. Later on himself and company re-
enlisted, and were mustered into the Second Regiment, N. H.
Vols., Co. A. While in the fighting Second he was engaged in
the battles of Bull Run, Malvern Hill, the Seven-days’ fight,
before Richmond, and Williamsburg. During this service he
was appointed major of the Sixth N. H. Vols., and would have
accepted but for Major-Gen. Hooker, who persuaded him to
remain with his old regiment. Still later, when the Fourteenth
Regiment, New Hampshire Vols., was being organized, he was
appointed lieutenant-colonel, and in that capacity served until
the close of the war, when he returned to his home, somewhat
broken down in health, and quietly enjoyed his remaining
years. Blessed with a rugged constitution, he knew but little
of sickness; but it came at last, and brought an incurable
disease : when apprised of its nature, he said to those around
him, «I would like to live a little longer; but I have lived to
a good old age, and always enjoyed myself. I don’t complain ;
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but, when the time comes, I pray God I may fall asleep.” And
80 it was: in the city of Keene, at his son’s residence, on the
morning of December 7, 1879, Col. Tileston A. Barker closed
his eyes in the sleep that knows no waking. Col. Barker was
buried in Westmoreland with Masonic honors, he being a mem-
ber of the Knights Templars.

MAJOR S. A. DUNCAN.

Samuel Augustus Duncan was born at Plainfield, N.H., June
19, 1836. He was graduated at Dartmouth College in 1858,
with the highest honors. In September, 1862, he was commis-
sioned major of the Fourteenth, holding that position through
the summer of ’63, when the regiment was engaged in provost
duty at Washington. In September of the same year he
became colonel of the Fourth Regiment U. S. Colored Infantry.
In this capacity he was a remarkably brilliant commander,
meeting with great success, and winning deserved and lasting
fame. Col. Duncan and his colored troops were highly praised
by Gen. Butler in his General Orders of October, 1864, In the
examination for officers for the colored troops before the Mili-
tary Board in July, 1863, Col. (then major) Duncan passed for
colonel in Class 1, ranking first out of about two hundred
examinations. He successively occupied the positions of major,
colonel, brigadier-general, and major-general. Major Duncan
was an ornament to the Fourteenth, and fairly representative
of the best material it contained. The colored regiment, of
which he became colonel, rendered gallant service under his
leadership, and was deservedly praised for its efficiency. One
occasion on which they showed great bravery, was at the attack
on Battery Harrison, September 29, 1864, in which Col. Duncan
was severely wounded in the ankle, and obliged to retire from
field-service for several months in consequence of his injuries.
He rejoined his command in North Carolina, taking part in the
expedition against Wilmington, and subsequently joined Sher-
man in his movements against Raleigh and Gen. Johnston. He
had local commands in North Carolina afterwards, and in the
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fall and winter commanded the line of forts surrounding Wash-
ington, and on the northern bank of the Potomac. After the
close of the war he was for a time a special agent in the war
department, and for some years after that one of the principal
examiners in the United-States Pension Office.

On the evening of the 19th of September, the last company
and squad had arrived. It was a good-natured, chaotic mass of
volunteers, retaining sufficient independence in some of its
squads, to declare that they would not go into certain com-
panies, or even in that regiment, unless they were guaranteed
their ¢ rights.” The men were nominally still in charge of the
recruiting-officers, and not a subsequent officer was then entitled
to command not having been commissioned or mustered.
Major Samuel A. Duncan was the first field-officer qualified to
assume general command ; and he appeared, and began the work
of consolidation and discipline. There ensued a kind of anom-
alous, tentative period before the company officers were clad in
their authority. When that was accomplished, a great many
members of the regiment saw a great many things in a differ-
ent light from that of a few weeks or even days before. The
squad barters having been concluded, and the ranks of the dif-
ferent companies being filled to the number required, the mus-
tering into the service of the United States was effected by
Capt. Holmes of the regular army between the 22d and 24th
of September, although some scattering recruits were mustered
as late as October 14. At the time of muster the men received
trousers and blouses, so that the citizen became visibly trans-
formed to the soldier; and the attire of civil life was laid aside
by nearly all for three years, and by a large number forever.
Previous to muster the men were given a taste of camp-life in
the line of police-duty, and a good deal of awkward squad-drill-
ing was indulged in.

September 24 a furlough of one week was announced, and a
large proportion of the members returned to their homes for the
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final visit and adieu. When, at the end of the week, the
barracks were again filled, the mess-gatherings were not so
jovial. The serious business of war loomed up before us as an
imminent and dread reality. It was near enough to engender
more of thoughtfulness than characterized the first merry holi-
day assembling of the battalion. Then it was that the imagina-
tive prophets launched the regiment on the limitless expanse of
speculation. Our destination, when we should see the first
encounter, how many would be killed, whether or not we should
get down South before the Rebellion was put down, the military
qualities of McClellan, the probable freeing of the slaves, the
comparative merits of certain officers in the regiment, — these
were a few of the questions mooted and irrevocably settled in
advance by the knowing ones. Most of the men were much
better posted in the science and probabilities of war than they
pretended to be two years later.

October 5 the Fourteenth witnessed the presentation of the
colors to the Thirteenth Regiment, which departed the next
day for the seat of war; the Twelfth having gone more than a
week previously. Monday, October 6, was a memorable day in
the history of the Fourteenth. It was the occasion of the first
battalion drill and dress-parade. Col. Robert Wilson appeared
for the first time to assume command; and Lieut.-Col. T. A.
Barker was also in the field, aiding the green officers by his
experience. The men were serene in their ignorance of tactics;
but ambitious officers of the line, who had been cramming
Casey for a fortnight, were in a vertebral cold-shiver tempera-
ture. They were very familiar with Casey,—in a book ; but it
did not take much time to impress them with the difference
between tactics on paper and tacties on the drill-ground. There
is something magical in the illusiveness of tactics when a fresh
pair of shoulder-straps attempts to pin them down to any given
manceuvre. That the men got into a snarl, a tangle, a double
and twisted, inextricable tactical knot, is tame delineation.
That drill caused a good deal of serious reflection, while it was
manifest that the Fourteenth contained some of as good mate-
rial for command as any battalion could desire.
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The dress-parade was a curiosity. The regiment was with-
out arms, and could not present a very threatening or even
imposing appearance. The colonel, when the parade was
formed, could not exercise his men in the manual. It may be
questioned whether the possession of muskets that day would
have inured to the credit of the organization, as the order,
“Support arms!” might have brought a right-shoulder shift
from the right wing, and a reverse arms from the left. In all
this the Fourteenth was not different from other green regi-
ments. All hands were glad when the parade was ended. The
next attempt was a marked improvement; and both officers and
men rapidly developed that facility in formation and evolution
which, with less intelligent troops, is only acquired by a much
severer discipline and more protracted exercise. It is to be
observed, however, that in no case can high excellence in
evolution or manual be attained in a brief space of time.

ON GUARD.

The initiatory rite by which the citizen was practically trans-
formed to the soldier was the detail for guard-duty. We
refer to camp-guard primarily, for here it was that the fresh-
dubbed knight stood forth in all his consequential dimensions.
He was, perhaps, prepared for this responsible service by liberal
assignments to “policing ;”” but nothing ever created so much
disgust per capita, to the unfledged volunteer, as what was
known in camp discipline as police-duty. “I enlisted to put
down the Rebellion, not to pick up garbage, sweep streets, clean
out sinks, and mow brush!” Now, this high-toned, fastidious
palladium of the Union learned a great many things in the
course of three years; and, before *the cruel war was over,” he
was far readier to clean out a sink than to fight a battle.
Besides, it was a curious fact, that those who, at home, devoted
their manly powers to the most ignoble occupations, were most
outspoken in their protests against menial service in the army.
But guard-duty was another matter. It flattered the green
recruit, and we were all green at first; though one month after
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muster, such were the marvellous developments, there were
none but veterans in the entire command.

It was a striking phenomenon, the rapidity with which the
citizen matured into the experienced campaigner ; and there was
nothing like guard-duty to ripen him. As he sat in his mess,
munching his first hard-tack, and soaking his beard with his
coffee, he told stories of army experience, amply sufficient to °
cover all the campaigns from Lodi to Waterloo, or from Bull
Run to Appomattox. It was rare amusement for the genuine
veteran to behold the burlesque performances of a new battalion,
when, at nine-o’clock ‘guard-mounting,” it developed all the
grotesqueness of unpractised service, —a farce in one act, last-
ing twenty-four hours, to be repeated next day with slight
modifications in the way of doubtful improvement.

In the realm of greenness there was unquestioned democracy,
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