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lOS CIVIL HISTORY 

Currier, Thomas Frohock, James Pickering, merchant, Caleb 
Shotwell , John Nelson, Charles Rundlett, John Tilton, Mark 
Emerson, Mark Emerson, Jr., James Chase, and Abraham Par­
sons. 

1 7 8 5. 

March 10, 1785, a Committee was chosen to divide the town 
into school districts, also voted to raise £150 to support the 
schools the ensuing year. It was further agreed that all the or· 
ders that were given for the cattle which Capt. Hall received, 
excepting Dr. Hill 's and Capt. Summersbee Gilman's orders, 
should be received by the Constables, and that their orders be re­
ceived also, on condition that Dr. Hill give the full contents of 
his execution to the town, which is in Col. Davis' hands free of 
expense, and that Capt. Summersbee Gilman deliver to the Select­
men all the Continental money of the new emission, which is in 
his bands. On the 28th of March, the town voted to accept 
the report of the Committee to set off the school districts, 14 in 
number. Sundry persons petitioned to have their portion of the 
school money, which was granted. Four soldiers, six months 
men, were paid for their services in the War. Stephen L eavitt, 
J eremiah Sanborn, Moses Emerson, B enjamin Burnham, Josiah 
Avery, William· Morrison, Ebenezer Clark, Henry Plummer and 
Eliphalet Griffin settled this year. 

The Articles in the Warrant at the Annual Meeting, March 
10, to bring in votes for President and Representative to the 
State Legislature, were passed over without action. At a meet­
ing, August 10, brought in votes for County Treasurer and Re­
corder of Deeds: David Edgerly and Edward Fox, two of the 
citizens, died in November. 

17 8 6. 

At the annual meeting, March 9, it was agreed to repair the 
bridge over the Suncook River near Evans' Mills, and a Com­
mittee was raised to visit the School Districts, and to make alter­
ations as might be thought proper. Peaslee Badger and Andrew 
Page suffered loss by fire, on account of which their taxes were 
abated. At a m·~eting, Sept. 4, the town voted to complete 
~naking the Road laid out by Simeon Hoit's. The town met:also 
on the 4th of Dec. On an Article in the Warrant, to see if the 
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town would acc~pt the plan proposed by a Committee of the Le­
gislature for the emission of paper money, 35 voted in the nega­
tive, and 5 in favor. It was also agreed to pay 10 dollars bounty 
for every grown wolf, anri 5 dollars for every whelp which might 
be caught the ensuing year. The selectmen were directed to 
procure a cow for the use of Abner Evans. Nathaniel Ladd and 
his family were supported by the town, and the widow Sarah 
Gilman had her taxes abated. Daniel Grant, Joseph Clarke, 
Hibbard Morrill, David Meder, Aaron Moses, and Dudley Pres­
cott, were settlers of this year. 

1 7 8 7. 

In 1787, March 8th, the Selectmen were instructed to petition 
the inhabitants of Pittsfield, to alter or turn the road round Cata­
mount. An article to see if the town would pay Lieut. East­
man, John Fox, and Stephen Dudley, Jr., for seven guns taken 
away from them at Winter Hill, in 1775, by order ofGen. Stark, 
was voted in the negative; it being considered the du ty of the 
State to furnish fi re arms in time of war, and to remunerate any 
persons whose guns were taken from them for the service. £150 
were raised for the schools this year; and the inhabitants of the 
upper Parish were taxed to Rev. Messrs. Powers and Smith, it 
being understood that they should enjoy the preaching of these 
two settled Ministers of the town in proportion to what they 
should pay, and at such places as they might choose. Votes were 
unanimously cast for Joseph Pierce, Register of Deeds. The 
votes cast for President of the State under the new Constitution, 
were for his Excellency John Sullivan, Esq., 175; for Senators, 
Ebenezer Thompson, Esq. 187, Ebenezer Smith, Esq. 187. 

1 7 8 8. 

The town held its annual meeting in 1788, on the 13th of 
March, when it was voted that the Ministers preach in the upper 
Parish as last year; that each man work two days upon the 
road in the summer, and one in the winter ; that ten dollars boun­
ty be given for full grown wolves, five dollars for whelps heads, 
and £9 per bead for catamounts, if killed within two months, 
and £6 if killed after that time. Col. Joseph Badger, Jr., 
Col. Joseph Greely, and John Shepard, Esq., were appointed to 
ascertain the line on the North East side of the Sr::hoollot, and 
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98 CIVIL HISTORY 

citizens dissented, refusing from conscientious scruples to sign it
1 

yet. none of them refus.ed to. be taxed to maintain the struggle 
:or m~ependence ~ but m the1r remonstrance to the Government, 
m ~vh1c? !hey assrgn the reasons of th eir dissent, they express 
therr w1llmgness to be assessed to aid in Learing the expense of 
th? .War. Many of them afterwards caught the Revolutionary 
spmt, and actually entered the Army. 

The following is a copy of the Test Act passed by the Amer­
ca~ C~ngress, and presented to the people in every town for 
th~1r signatures, together with the names of those citizens of 
G1l£?anton, who signed it. The act was adopted by Congress, 
Apnl 12, 1776, and signed and returned Aug. S28, 1776, certi­
fied by Edward Smith and John Sanborn, Selectmen. 

AssociATION TEsT PAPER. 

''We, t~e subscribers, do hereby solemnly engage and promise 
tbat we Will, to. the utmost of our power, at the risk of our lives 
an? _fortunes, With arms. oppo~e the hostile proceedings of the 
Bnt~sh Fleets and Armres agamst the United Colonies." 

Srgned by 115 cittzens. 
Joseph Badger; 
William Smith, 
Jacob Kelly, 
Ebenezer Eastman, 
Daniel Folsom; 
John Moody, 
Ezekiel Hoit, 
Jacob Tucker, 
John Haines, 
Joshua Gilman, 
Benjamin Huckins, 
Joseph Badger, Jr. 
Israel Farrar, 
Benjamin James, 
• Jonathan James, 
John Parsons, 
Noah Dow, 
Samuel Greely, 
Joseph Huckins, 

David Fifield, 
Samuel Fifie1d, 
William Sibley, 
Isaac Smith, 
Joseph Huckins, Jr. 
George Dennett, 
Thomas Flanders, 
David Bean, 
Peaslee Badger, 
Peter Gilman, 
Joshua Gilman, Jr. 
Samuel Gilman, 
Stephen Bean, 
Ephraim Morrill, Jr • 
James Huckins, 
Jonathan Folsom, 
Robert Moulton, 
Mat~bias Sawyer, 
Dame! Stevens, 

Robert Glidden, 
Nathaniel Kimball, 
Andrew Page, 
Simon Clough, 
Andrew Glidden, 
Samuel Hazen, 
Samuel Avery, 
Jasper Elkins, 
Elisha Odlin, 
Samuel Ladd, 
Benjamin W. Dean, 
Thomas Taylor, 
David Elkins, 
Summersbee Gilman, 
David Clough, 
Edward Gilman, 
Nathaniel Elkins, 
David Avery, 
Edward Smith, 
Ambrose Hinds, 
John Sanborn, 
Nathaniel Webster, 
Edward Fox, 
Abner Clough, 
John Jaffrey, 
Elisha W eed, 
Matthias Weeks, 
Thomas Chattle, 
Ephraim Morrill, 
Jonathan Gilman, 
Joseph Parsons, 
William Rand, Jr. 
Lemuel Rand, 
Ebenezer Page, 
Jeremiah Cogswell, 
Nathaniel Wilson, 
Jeremiah Richardson, 
Isaac Bachelder, 
Winthrop Gilman, 

OF GILMANTON. 

Dudley Young, 
Dudley Hutchinson, 
Jonathan Gilman, Jr. 
Jotham Gilman, 
Jesse Lougee, 
Samuel Osgood, 
John Worth, 
Solomon Kenneson, 
Ebenezer Stevens, 
Eliphalet Gilman, 
John Melcher, 
Elisha Hutchinson, 
Abiathar Sanborn, 
Lowell Sanborn, 
Jonathan Ross, 
Samuel Clough, 
Samuel Clark, 
Benjamin Weeks; 
Daniel Dudley, 
Stephen Dudley, 
John Dudley, 
Benjamin Dow, 
Jeremiah Conner, 
Antipas Gilman, 
Benjamin Gilman, 
Samuel Brooks, 
Nehemiah Lougee, 
Abner Evans, 
Daniel Evans, 
Jonathan Hutchinson, 
Jude Bean, 
John Marsh, 
Henry Marsh, 
Josiah Avery, 
Joseph Osgood, 
Joseph Huckins, 
·william Parsons, 
John Gilman, 
John Buzzell. 
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tal Army, and that the town will pay them wa ues for the time 
they ?rt> out, in addition to what they may draw

0 
from the State. 

And It was further agreed that those who are disposed to class 
among themselve~ and furnish soldiers, shall be exempted from 
any penalty .to wh1ch the town may be exposed, in case soldiers 
are not obta1ned. 
. In September of this year, a portion of the mil itia was called 
1nt.o the service, consisting of P eter Gilman, Ensign, Nicholas 
G~?m~n, 3~ Sergeant, R euben Perkins, Samuel Sibley, son of 
Jf~llzam Stbley, John Chase, son of James Chase, James Allen, 
Edward Bean and Joseph Crosby. The service commenced 
Sept. 6, 1781, and they were discharged Nov. 6, 1781, having 
been out two months. 

Six hundred pounds were put in to the hands of Joseph Badg­
er to carry o? the suit between l\1oses Stevens and the town. 
~he mamages recorded this y ear were 8. The settlers were 

BenJamin WD?dbri?ge Dean, Abraham Folsom, George Mont­
gomery, Ezek1el GJ!man, Benjamin Stevens, Dan iel Evans, Ste­
phe~ Gilman, J osiah Weeks, ~!isba Swett, John Bradbury, 
Da01el Gale, Samuel Folsom G1lman and Nathaniel Webster. 

I 7 8 2. 

On the 7th ol January, 1782, a Committee consisting of Gen. 
J oseph Badger, Rev. William Parsons, Ca pt. John Moody, D ea. 
Step. hen. Dudley, ~ol. Anti pas Gilman, Col. Joseph Badger and 
B.enJ?mm Woodbr1dge Dean, was appointed to examine the Con­
stitUtion formed by the Convention at Concord and on the 17th 
the t~wn vote.d t~ reject the form of Governm~nt recommended 
by th1s ConstitUtiOn. At the annual town meetinu on the 14th 
of March, it was agreed that Col. Ebenezer Sr~i'th should be 
ca.lled upon to s~ll the two lots. voted him by the Proprietors of 
G1lmanton, to budd half the br1dge over the Winnipissiouee Ri­
ver? above Abraham Folsom's 1\fills. The lndependence0 of the 
Umted States having been now acknowledged by Great Britain, 
t~e town on the 24th of J unP. voted not to furnish further sol­
diers for the War. Voted to leave it to Col. Ebenezer Smith 
and J~seph Roberts to say what the town shall allow the men 
who h1red George Montgomery to serve as a Continental soldier. 
for the town in the last War. Voted to 11ive to Ezekiel Gilma~ 
£6 yt~ arly, during his service in the vVar 

0
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Stevens recovered judgment against the town in the suit pending 
between them. Voted to accept the Report of Col. Smith, pay 
his attendance and 8 bowls of toddy! and pay Montgomery 
what was paid Nehemiah Leavitt. 

The following soldiers not mentioned in the preceding lists, 
were in the service of the town, at some time during the war ; 
but the period of their service is not defined by any documents 
now at hand. Their names are Nehemiah Leavi tt, Henry Dan­
forth, William Hamblet, James Head, James Horn, George 
Montgomery, Jonathan T aylor, Jabez James, Joseph Ham, Am­
mi Choat, John Cotton, J oseph Morrill, Robinson Smith, Ben­
j amin Libbey, and London Daily, a colored man. These make 
the whole number of men, including officers and soldiers, 125; 
3 captains, 2lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 4 sergeants, and 4 corporals. 

The town of Gilmanton lost 7 men in tbP. Army during the 
War, among whom was Joses ll'Ioulton, who was killed instantly 
by a ball which pierced through his body, and John Dow, who 
was wounded, and afterwards by fording a river, took cold and 
died. John Taylor, who was with them, narrowly escaped. A 
ball frotn the enemy passed through his coat, and grazed h!s el­
bow ; and by another, the breech of his gun was shot away. 
A very liberal spirit was manifested by the town towards the 
families of the soldiers. Provision was made for their support 
and comfort in the absence of their husbands, and in the more 
severe and toilsome campaigns, the town voted the soldiers addi­
tional pay. 

The expense of the War to the town was great. So rapid 
was the depreciation of paper money, that the Con tinental War 
tax, made Nov. 8, 1779, was £1119 l s. Od. In May, 1780, 
the tax: made for the War was £27412 l4s., and in September, 
l 78 L, it was £33249 4s. This caused great distress and em­
barrassment in the Army, as well as among the people at home. 
" Four months' pay of a soldier would not buy his family a 
bushel of wheat, and the pay of a Colonel would not purchase 
oats for his horse." But they submitted to the distress and pn­
vation without a murmur, being buoyed up continually by the 
hope of liberty and independence. 

The inhabi~ants of the town also submitted to the oppressive 
taxation cheerfu!Jy, and, finally, with great unanimity. Although 
when the Test Act was presented in 1776, thirty-five of the 
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4 EARLY TOWN PAPERS. 

is Laid out and at an Exorbitant price by Reason of the settle­
ment and R oads we have made at our own E x pence 

Therefore you•· Petitioners Humbly pray that Your Excellen­
cy and this G•·cat and Honourable Court would take the m'atter 
into Consideration and Grant us some Releif as Your Excellen­
cy and Honours in your Great wisdom shall Judge proper 

and your petitioners as in Duty bound shall Ever pray &c 
Dated at Gilmantown afores" Nov' wu. 1770 

Sam' Fifield Gilman Lougee Samuel Avery 
John Dudley Samuel hatch J ohn Been 
Simeon Bean Edward Lock Stephen Bean 
Beniamin James John Moody Daniel folsom 
Samuel morrison budley young Daniel Stevens 
J oseph Avery Nnth11 Elkins Nicholas Gilman 
Abnar Clough Samuel Gilman Benjamin Gilman 
Tohn Sanborn Lemuel Rand w introp Gilman 
Samuel Clough Benj' Avery Jeremiah Connor 
Benjamin Weeks Andrew Glidden David Elkins 
Sam11 Avery ju' Tohn fox stephen dudley 
wm Smith Summersbee G ilman Edward G ilman 
Matthias Sawyer Totham G ilman thomas mudget 
David Edgerly Ephraim morrill Simeon mudget 
Philip Pain Edwd Gilman jun Jude Bean 
Joshua B ean Ebenz' Paige Jeremy Cogswell 
Nath1 Wilson Jonathan Edgerly J rimiah richisen 
Beniamin dow J oseph Philbrick Jonathan Gilman 
Elipbalet Gilman Samuel Ladd 

[ Petiticm fo;_ a Magistrate.) 

State of New H ampshire Strafford ss. 

T o his Excelcncy the President and the Honourable Council for 
Said State Convened. 

The humble Petition of us the Subscribers being Inhabitants 
of the southe rly part of Gilmantown in the County and State 
aforesaid humbly sheweth that whereas the said town of Gil­
mantown is large and Consisting of near Four Hundred Rate­
able Poles & as there is no person that is appointed and Q..ualli­
fied as a J usticc of the peace i.n the Southerly part of the Said 
town as A forcs'd and we Your Petitioners pray your Excelency 
and IIonours would appoint and Q uallify M'. J ohn Shepard of 
said town as a Justice of lhe peace for said County; .as we think 
him to be a man of the best Quallification with us for the same: 
and your Petitioners as in Duty bound Shall ever pray 

GIL MANTON. 5 

Joshua Bangs Stephen Ben" True Page 
Nat' Gilman Joseh Looge Elisha Hutchinson • 
John melcher J ohn Swain J' ~onathan G ilman 3 
baniel Evens Jonathan Avery osiah Avery 
Reuben osGood "Samuel Prescott lisha Sweat 
John Tucker Winslo Page Nathan Morrill 
Theophilus Drew J obn Lougee J r Henery Barter 
Stephen Hutchinson Samuel moses George Moses 
J ohn :Melcher juner Stephen Swain John Chase 
Benj:~min Grant J oseph G ilman jun J oseph J ones 
scribner muget Samuel Smith Jun' Ebenz' Paige 
Micajah Morrill David meeder Joseph youug 
Ephraim morrill Samuel A very j osiah Avery Juner 
Aaron moses Jonathan Flanders otham Gilman 
Joseph flanders J onathanHutchinson ohn Huckins 
Samuel Osgood Josiah Rundlet Jeremy Cogswell 
Natha Wilson Jur P itt Lougee John Edgerly J r 
Paul Merrill Sam11 Shepard 

[Revolutionary P apers, Manuscript, pages 12. to 15.] 

[Letter from Col. ':fos. Badger to Committee of Safety.] 

T o the Honb,. The Committee of Safety for the Colony of 
New Hampshire-Gentlemen l'ursuant to orders from Nath1 

F olsom Esq Maj' General I have proportioned the men sent for 
on the several Companys in my Regiment and the officers have 
Retu~ned the ~ames of the men and as sent for except two 
wantmg from Leavitts town [Effin.,.hnm] and two from Middle­
town, and as there is no mili tia officers chosen there I applyed 
to the selectmen and Committee of Safety and they say that their 
men are so. many gone in the warr that they cant raise any more_ 
as to Lea\'1tts town if their shou ld be danger of Indians I think 
they_ are exposed as they are the outside and the selectmP.n dont 
Indme to spare any out of their town and so I shall come four 
short of_ the Number sent for which I hope you' please to abate 
as Lcav•tts town Tamworth and Sandwich arc frontier towns as 
my Regiment is so Extensive for Land I have ordered my men 
to be muster" next frieday at Gilmanlown and to come p repared 
to march forward as they shall have orrlers there is Between 
fift l . h Y anc stxty t at are to pass mustc.- who are to h·tve L iberty 
of Chusiog the· fli h 1 · ' h _. If o cers t ey 1ave unanunously agreed upon 
t ~;r ~al?t. and first Lieut. if they can have !ncouragcment they "Ji eqmp themselves and go with the men. the men will be 
a mustered on frieday and ready to mnrch and wait you r fur-
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wintrop Gilman 
John Bennet jun' 
John Folsom 
Benja Bodge 
William Morrison 
Joseph Badger 3d 
Joshua Mudget 
Edward Bean 

EARLY TOWN PAPERS. 

Jonathan Thing 
Noah Weeks 
Nath Weeks 
Jeduthan farrar 
Samuell Clark 
Robert Morrison 
Simeon Mason 
Saml Ames 

winthrop Thing 
Jabez James 
Josiah Weeks 
Jonath Edwards 
Enoch Clark 
George Wamouth 
Levi Bean 

[Action tif Town relative to Gilmanton Academy, 
1792.] 

At a Legal Town meeting held by the freeholders and other 
Inhabitants of Gilmanton on Thursday the Eighth day of March 
1792-

Voted to Choose a Committee to Consist of Twenty men to 
take under their Consideration the appropriating the School 
Right in said Town for a Publick Academy to be set up in 
some Convenient place in said Town and to make report at the 
adjournment of this present meeting-

Co1 Anti pas Gilman Mj' Samuel Ladd Thomas Cogswell Esq' 
L' Samuel Folsome Gilman D' Jonathan Hill Co1 Badger Col 
Greeley Capt Joseph young Thomas Taylor Benj' Weeks ~sq' 
William Price Joseph Parsons Esq' Hon Joseph Badger Esq' 
John Shepard Esq' L' Dudley Thing Josiah Avery Micajah 
Morrill Moses Page Revd M' Smith and M' Powers were Chos­
en for the above Committee 

Voted to adjourn this present meeting to the first monday in 
May Next at Two of the Clock in the afternoon 

Monday May 7'"' 1792 pursuant to the adjournment met 
Voted to Except the Committes Report respecting the appro­

priating the School Right to the benefit of an Academy in said 
Town and is as follows-

April r9u. 1792 
at a meeting of the Committee to Consider of the propl'iety 

and advantage of Establishing an Academy in Gilmanton 

Voted I'' that it is the sense of the Committeethatestablishing 
an Academy in this Town would be useful to the Inhabitants 
and beneficial to the Publick-

21' Voted as it hus been Represented to the Committee that 
the value of five Hundred pounds would be subscribed by Indi­
viduals for the above purpose therefore under these Conside:­
ations We the major part of your Committee do agree and it rs 
our Opinion tha.t the appropriation of the School Right towards 

GILMANTON. I5 

Establishing an Academy in this ~own would be agreable to 
the Spirit of the Charter and th~ desdrgn of ~ov~rment and there­
fore that it ought to be appropnate accor mg y 

Isaac Smith wm Price Joseph young 1 ~ 
Micajah Morrill Antipas Gilman TWho

1
masPCogswell .'E 

Samuel Greeley Joseph Badger Ju' a ter owers 6 
JVIoses Page Benj" Weeks Joseph Badger 6 
Dudley Thing Samuel Ladd Joseph Parsons 8 

John Shepard 

upon the Towns ':oteing to receive .the ~bov~ Report of the 
Committee Respectmg the School .Right m GJlmanton, voted 
that the whole of said Right. Exceptmg the Northwest half part 
of the first Division forty acre L ot which is reserved for Public 
uses be Given and Granted forever hereafter for the benefit and 
Support of an academy in said Town of Gilmanton when ever 
there shall be a Sufficient fund subscribed to Set up the same 

attest Wm Smith Town Clerk 

At a Legal Town meeting held by the freeholders and other 
Inhabitants of Gilmanton on Monday the 27'h Day of Inst. 
(meaning) August 1792 

Voted to Choose a Committe to consist of Seven men to take 
the Charge of the Right of Land voted at the last Town meet­
ing for the usc of an Academy in Said Town and to apply to 
the General Court to procure an act for Incorporation and to 
open a Subscription for the benefit of said Academy 

Hon. Joseph Badger Esq' Co1 Ebenezer Smith Co1 Samuel 
Greeley J oseph Parsons Esq' Co1 Anti pas Gilman Thomas 
Cogswell Esq' and Joseph Badger J u' Esq' were Chosen for the 
above Committee 

attest \"l'" Smith Town Clerk 

At the annual Town meeting held by the freeholders and 
other Inhabitants of Gilmanton March 14'h 1793 

voted that lhe proposed 1\.carlemy shall be set on Co' Badgers 
Land wiLhin Thirty Rods of the School House by Huckins' 
Brook so Called-

voted to adjourn said meeting to Monday zsti1 of March In­
stant at one oClock P M-

March 25'' Met according to adjournment 
The vote that was passed fixing the place where the proposed 

Academy should Set is voted to be reconsidered 
Voted that a. meeting be Called by the Selectmen and be 

Seasonably Notified to be held on the first Monnay in Septem­
ber to determine where the propo5e<l Academy Shall set 

Attest Joseph Parsons Town Clerk 
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